3 3 LE D, PAS. 


* 
* * 
_ 


. 
— 
= 


9 


21 the lew Teſtament,” 


Ta which is added, | 0 7 
BIA. concerning — Tyrnzs. 
and 851 TJONS o_ 42 8 ring 


9 
45 


2 into the meaning ; Demonacks. 


4 #- | Xe tes | g : = 1 78 8 
— - 
ILL, WH TON, M. A. 5 
— + ING hn 8 *. 5 8 * 
135 Haie, ib the Lor G Stand) he in the. ways, pen TTY 
Ie for the. old paths, berg ! is_the good 
FE oe ay, an 5 therein ; and 
bs. Jer. vi. 16. 5 


$f 0 O N. 
95 N at Mr. 2 


won 


> 
- * 
- k | / | 
* * % 
— , 
- bo A - 
* f 
> * 
„ ? _ 
8 - 
- 
*% 
by Y * 
„ * 4 
4 * 
* 0 | 
0 5 | 
. * F . 
a» * 
. n — _ * 
. * 
. = 
o — 
; o 
* . ; 
4 CI 
; 
\ 
* 
% * . 
- 
* — 
: * 1 2 
* 
- 
of. bu 
4 . 
, » ward . 4 
* 
* 
- 
* ; f 
_ = ; - 
* 
. { p p 
* 1 N | 
* * 4 
* * — 5 27 *% 
. - 
F J 4 I 
: N - 
* 27 q ” N ® 
. ; | 5 
my Fo 1 +1 1 
$ * 9 F 
* * 7 * CY o * . g 
o = i K Y * a 4 
* * - p 3 , 
* n , 1 : ; 
* * 4 £ - 
CY 
s id = 2 — 
* > 0 + | '" 8 
— * ” . 7 - " . — 
; : +4 * T 
* — . 1 «M4 * 
OI hr. 3 
of # + * * 
4. 8 
74 e 
- - * S 
„ . ; 3 
— . ry # 3 
© . : 9 4 
4 * - . - * * 
— 5 % 
1 » 
V 1 
— 4 
Pg , 
5 . U F 
* 
— 
* | ” 
- " i 
* ; 
7 — 
- ” 
* 1 * ʒ—— 
A — — AC 3 A Re, | 
L 2 — —— nn Te r —— — Xs ow" — „ — * 
p - —— ů ů am com , — 
. — . . a — — —-—-— * a — 


3s „ 
— — —— — Ag —— —— — 323 


5 
— 


* _ * 0 A. 
"Y * F „ % k » a "_ : ' 
R * & 


? 
4 . 


. . S * 6 e ? 1 8 1 5 = 
„ . * 1 | d 
5 1 " P " © R 
wh : * N 188 6 = + - 3 - 1 * 
2 * 
8 S JD 
" * 4 * "Tt; \ 
= a r 
7 bd * 7 «FF # * 5 
e % 


*4 
4 
- 7 * „ 
92 9 * F 
. $ | k * 1 
- * 
! 5 * , Y 4 
; A 2 . 
. £0 i 1 6 - ; 
= x , - 0 
| | #1 
, l 3 "Hp 
| OF 8 


DAMONIACKS, Ge. 
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ret of Scripture, and Teſtimo- 
1 nies of Antiquity concerning Dæ- 
eon, and Deinonacks, I muſt pre- 
mic to chings, by way of Pre- 
paration: tue Firſt is that. Antient facts are not 
to be taken from the notions, or hypotheſes of 
any modern writers; but from the conſtant ex- 
perience, and the authentick records of the ages 
to which thoſe ſacts belonged; and to ſuch re- 
mains or monuments of them as may be {till 
ſeen or appealed to: altho? the original accounts 
be not agreeable to any ſentiments or ſuppoſals 
of later ages. Or, in ſhort, we are always to 
go by the real evidence, and not by the inclina- 
tions or imaginations of any men, or party what- 
ſoever. The Second thing I would premiſe is 
this, that the language of the moderns which 
ſpeaks of Devils in the plural number, and ſup- 
poſes that the Demoniacks were generally poſſeſ- 
ſed with Devilt, is wholly unſupported, and un- 
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known in the New Teſtament; and, ſo far as 1 
have obſerved, in almoſt all the other records 
of the earlieſt ages of Chriſtianuy. We every 
where meet with the Devil, or Satan, or the 
Adverſary, or Beelzebub, or the Prince of Dæ- 
mons, or the Prince of the Power of the Air: 
with the Angels of the Devil, with Unclean 
Spirits, with Aalu⁰ννe e and Azuora, Or . ſeveral 
ſorts of D&mons, under that ſame Devil, or Sa- 
tan, or Beelzebub, or Prince of Demons ; but ne- 
ver meet with a ſyllable of Devils, or Satans, or 
Beelzevubs, or Princes of Demons, or Princes of 
the Power of the Air, in the plural number. 
And how the contrary language is become ſo 
common, even in our verſions of the Old and 
New Teſtament is hard to ſay: ſince it appears 
intirely groundleſs in all the originals, excepting 

Cyprian, for four intire Centuries of Chriſtianity, 


N. B. So far was the Evil One, the old Serpent, 
the Devil and Satan himſelf concerned in 
theſe poſſeſſions, that as he did not truſt any 
inferior Demon in the temptations relating to 
the great Me/tah himſelf, Matt. iv. Mark i. 
Luke iv. fo did not he truſt any of them 

in the caſe of the temptation and poſſeſſion 
of Judas Iſcariot, who was to betray the 
ſame Meſſiabh into the hands of his enemies, 
in order to have him put to death. It 
was Satan himſelf that entred into Judas 
ſurnamed IJcariot: as both St. Luke and 
St. Jobn aſſure us, Lutte xxii. 3. Jobn xiii. 
27. St. Jobn alſo aſſures us farther, that 
it was the Devil himſelf that had before put 
it into the heart of Fudas Iſcariot, Simon's ſon, 
to betray Chris, ch. xiii. 2. it being, proba- 
-bly, beyond the power of a lower Demon to 
| perſuade 


— 
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perſuade one of the very twelve Apoſtles . 
to. perpetrate ſo horrid a villany, We 
ſhall alſo ſee that Satan did not truſt it to 
any inferior Demon, to tempt and inſpire 
Simon Magus, the firſt grand origin of the 
New and moſt fatal Hereſies under the 
Goſpel; but entred into him himſelf; and made 
- bim the miniſter of his wicked deſigns. 


Texts of the New Teſtament.” 


N. B. To prevent tedious repetitions of ſeve- 
ral of the larger Hiſtories of the Cure of 
Demoniacks by our Saviour, as told us in 
the ſeveral Goſpels, I have choſen ſome- 
times to ſet down the beloved Phyſicjan 
St. Luke's accounts of them only, who, as 
our late learned writer in that faculty, 
Dr. Freind diſtinctly obſerves, and proves, Hiſt. of 
is more nice and accurate in the deſcription Phylick, 
of diſtempers, and their ſymptoms and boy . 
cures than the reſt, who were ſtrangers to wr 
that profeſſion. 


Marr. iv. 23. And Jeſus went about all Galilee, 
teaching in their. ſynagognes, and preaching the 
Goſpel of the Kingdom, and bealing all manner 
of ſickneſs, and all manner of diſeaſe among the 
eee | 
24. And bis fame went throughout all Syria; and 
they brought unto bim all ſick people, that were 
taken with divers diſeaſes, and torments; and 
thoſe which were poſſeſſed with Demons, and 
.- thoſe which were lunatick, and thoſe that had 
the palſy, and be healed them. 
viii. 16. When the even was come, they brought 
| uno bim many that were poſſeſſed with Demons : 
ard 
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aA Be eaſt out the "Ih with his word, and | 
 bealed all that were ſick. 


The parallel! in St. Mart follows. 


kia! i. 32. And at even, hen the ſun did ſet, 
they brought unto bim all that were diſeaſed, and 
them that were. poſſeſſed with Demons, | 
34. And he healed many that were ſict of divers 
diſeaſes, and caſt out many Dæmons; and ſuf- 
fered not the Demons to ſpeak, becauſe they knew 
him. 


The f to this laſt verſe in St. Lake, 
is this: 


Lite | iv. 4t. And Demons al came ont of ma- 

ny, crying ont, and ſaying, Yom art Ghrift, 
the Son of Gd. And be rebukinp them, ſuſfer- 
ed them not io ſpeak: for they * knew that be 
was Chrit, 


vii. 21. In the ſame bour Jeſus cured many of their- 


infirmities, aud plagues z and of evil ſpirits; and 
to many that were blind, be gave fight, 

Mae xii. 22, Then was — unto him one 
poſſeſſed with a Demon, Blind, and Dumb : and 
' be healed bim! inſomiuch that the Blind, and 
Was. bol h (pake, and ſaw. 

3. And all the People æuere amazed, and "A Is 
= this the ſon of David? 

But when the Phariſees beard it, they faid, 
1 bis fellow doth not caſt out Dæmuns But by Beel- 
zebub, the prince. of the Demons," 

25. And Feſus knew, their thoughts, and ſaid unto 
them, Every Kingdom divided against itſelf is 
brought to deſalation: and every city or houſe 
divided againſt itſelf ſhall not ſtand. 


26. And if Satan caſt out Satan he is divided a- 


| gain * How then ſhall his Kingdom. ſtand? 
27. And 


171 
4 I by Beelzehub caſt out Demons, In 
your children caſt them ont! therefore 
ſhall be Four judges. 
28. * Ti I raſt out Demons by the Spirit of God, 
| then the Kingdom of God is come wnto you. 
* Or elſe How = one enter into @ ſtromg man's 
bouſe, and ſpoil bis goods except be firſt bind 
_ the ſtrong man; and then be will foe i bis houſe. 
Mank iii. 22. And tbe Scribes which came down 
from Jeruſalem ſaid, He bath  Reelzebub : and 
by the prince of the Demons caſteth he out Da- 
Mons. 
23. And be called them unto him, and ſaid unto 
Fe in parables, How can Satan caſt out Sa- 
tan? 


24. And if a Kingdom be divided againſt itſelf, that 
| Kingdom cannot ſtand. 

25. And if an Houſe be divided againſt itſelf, that 
houſe cannot ſtand. 

26. And if Satan riſe up againſt himſelf, and be 

divided, he cannot Stand, but hath an end. 

27. No man can enter into a ſtrong man's houſe, 
and ſpoil bis goods; except he will firſt bind the 
ſtrong man; and then he vill ſpoil bis houſe. 

Luke viii. 2. Certain women <were with Jeſus, 
which. had been healed of evil ſpirits; and in- 
firmites: [particularly] Mary, called Magda- 
lene; out of whom went ſeven Damons. 

26. And they arrived at the countrey of the Gada- 
renes [or Gergeſens, Malt. viii. 26 Toich is 
over againſt Galilee. 

27. And when he went forth to land, there met. 
him out of the city Gergeſa, or Gera/a] a cer. 
tain man which bod Demons a long lime, and 


Ware no _— Nei ber abede in any houſe ;, but 
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27. Aud 
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28. When 
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au Be eaſt out the 7 with. bis word, and 
bealed all that were fitk, 


The parallel ! in St. Mat 1b 


Mika i i. 32. And at even, when the ſun did fet, 


bey brought unto bim all that were diſeaſed, and 
them that were. poſſeſſed with Dæmons. 

34. And he healed many that were fick of divers 
diſeaſes, and caſt out many Demons; and ſuf- 
fered not the Demons to ſpeak, becauſe they knew 
him. 


The dale to this laſt verſe i in ON Lake, 
ie hig: 


Lukx iv. 41. And Demons alſo came ont of ma- 
ny, crying but, and ſaying, Thow art Ghrist, 
the Son of God, And he rebukinp them, ſuffer- 
ed them not to” ſpeak: for they knew that he 


Twas Chrift, 


vii. 21. In the ſame bour Jeſus cured many of their- 


 3nfirmities, and plagues ; and of evil et and 
to many that were blind, be gave ſight. 

Mar r. xii. 22. Then was breaghs unto 115 one 
poſſeſſed with a Demon, Blind, and Dumb : and 
' be healed bim inſomiuch that the .Blind, and 
Dumb both. {pake, and ſaw. 

22. And all the Prople were amazed, and Je Is 
9 this the ſon of David? 

But when the Phariſees beard it, _ they fed; 
oh bis fellow doth not caſt out Demons But by Beel- 
zebub, the prince of the Demons." 

25. And Feſus knew, their thoughts, and ſaid unto 
them, Avery Kingdom divided against itſelf is 
brou:ht to defolation : and every "hs or houſe 
divided againſt itſelf ſhall not ſtand. 


26. And if Satan caſt out Satan he is divided &4- 
- your himſelf. How then ſhall his Kingdom. ſtand ? 


27. And 
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27. And if I by Beelxebub caſt out Demons, by 

_ your children caſt them ont * therefore 
Hall be your judges. 

28. But if I caſt out Demons by the Spirit of God, 

' then the Kingdom of God is come unto you. 

uy: Or elſe How can one enter into @ firong man's 
bouſe, and ſpoil his goods? except he firſt bind 

| the ſtrong man; and then be will ſpoil bis houſe. 

Mak | lii. 22. Aud tbe Scribes which came down 
from Feruſalem ſaid, He hath  Reelaebub : and 
by the prince of the Demons caſteth he out De- 
mons. 

23. And he called them unto bim, and ſaid unto 
them in parables, How can Satan caſt out Sa- 
tan? 

24. And if a Kingdom be divided againſt itſelf, tba! 
Kingdom cannot ſtand. 

25. Aud if an Houſe be divided againſt itſelf, that 
houſe cannot ſtand. 

26. And if Satan riſe up againſt himſelf, and be 

divided, he cannot Stand, but hath an end. 

27. No man can enter into a ſtrong man's houſe, 
and ſpoil bis goods; except he will firſt bind the 
ſtrong nan; and then he will ſpoil bis houſe. 

Lokk vill. 2. Certain women cvere with Jeſus, 
which. had been healed of evil ſpirits; and in- 
firmittes: [particularly] Mary, called Mag da- 
lene; out of whom went ſeven Dæmons. 

p 6. And they arrived at the countrey of the Gada- 
renes [or Gergeſens, Matt. viii. 28.] which is 
over againſt Galilee. 

27. And when he went forth to land, there met 
him out of the city ¶ rergeſa, or Ceraſa] a cer- 
tain man which hod Demons a long lime, and 


Ware no _ Nei ber alede in any houſe, but 
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28. When 
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28. When be ſaw Jeſus, he tried out, and fell 
doton before him; and with a loud voice ſaid, 

What have I to do with thee, Feſus thou Son of 
God Moſt High? I beſeech thee torment me not. 

29. (For be had commanded the unclean Spirit 10 
come out of the man. For oftentimes it. bad 
caught him, and he was kept bound with chains, 
and in fetters : and be brake the bands, and was 
driven of the Damon into the Wilderneſs.) 

30. And Jeſus aſked him, ſaying, What is thy 
name! and he ſaid Legion: becauſe many Dæ- 


mons were entred into him, 


31. And they beſought him that he would not com- 


mand them to go out into the deep. 

32. Aud there was there an herd of many ſwine 
[about two thouſand, Mark v. 13.] feeding 
on the mountain : and they beſought kim that he 
would fuffer them to enter into them, And he 
fuffered them. 

33. Then went the Demons out of the man, and en- 
tred into the ſwine: and the herd ran violently 
doton a ſteep place into the lake, and were choked. 

24. When they that fed them ſaw what was done, 
they fed; and wen: and told it in the city and 
in the countrey. 

35. Then they went out to ſee what was done, and 
came to Feſus; and found the man, out of whom 


the Demons were departed, ſitling at the feet of 


Jeſus, clothed, and in bis right mind: and they 


were afraid, | 
36. They alſo which ſay it told them by what means 
be that was poſſeſſed with Demons was healed, ' 


37. Then the whole multitude of the countrey of the 


Gadarens [or Gergaſens] round about, beſought 
bim io depart from them, For they were taken 
with great fear, And be went up into the ſhip, 
and returned back again, 


38. Now 


ny ww ——— 


E (9] 

38. Now the man out of whom the Demons were 
departed beſought him that he might be with him, 

But Feſus ſent him away, ſaying, 

39. Return to thine own houſe ; and ſhew how great 

- Things God bath done unto thee. And he went 

His way, and publiſhed throughout the whole city, 

Dorp great things Jeſus had done unto him. 

The parallel hiſtory is in Matt. viii. 28—34. 
and Mark v. 1-20. 

Maxx vi, 7. Feſus called to him the twelve, and 
began to ſend them forth by tuo and two; and 
gave them power over unclean ſpirits. : 

13. And they caſt out many Demons; and anointed 
with oil many that were ſick and bealed them, 


N. B. We never read of this anointing the 
Energumens or Demomacks with oil, in or- 
der to their recovery, as other ſick perſons 
uſually were anointed, This unction being 
perhaps peculiar to the Preſbyters: as the 
caſting out Demons ſeems to have been al- 
moſt peculiar to the laity. See the third 
obſervation hereafter, 


Mas, vii. 24, And Jeſus aroſe from thence, and 
went into the borders of Tyre and Sidon, and en- 
tred into an houſe; aud would have no man 
know it : but he could not be hid, 

25. For à certain woman, whoſe young daughter 
had an unclean ſpirit, heard of him, and came, 

and fell at his feet: | 


26. (The woman was a Greek, a Syrophenician by 


nation) And ſhe befought him thai he would caſt 
forth the Dæmon out of her daughter. 

27. But Jeſus ſaid unto her, Let the children firſt 
be filled. For it is not meet to take the childrens 
bread, and to cast it unto the dogs, 

| B 28, Aud 


PR PIES 


| 
| 
: 
t 
# 
a It 
= | 
14 


110 


28. And ſhe anſwered, and ſaid unto him, Yes Lord. 


Yet the dogs under the table eat of the childrens 
crumbs, 6k 

29. And he ſaid unto her, For this ſaying go thy 
way ; the Demon is gone out of thy daughter. ' 

30. And when ſhe was come to ber bouſe, ſhe found 


be Damon gone out, and her daughter laid upon 
the bed, | | 


The parallel hiſtory is in Matt. xv. 21-28. 


LuKkE ix. 37, And it came to paſs that on the next 
day, when" they were come down from the bill, 
much people met him, | 

38. And behold a man of the company cryed out, 
ſaying, Maſter, I beſeech thee look upon my ſon 
for he is mine only child. 

39. And lo a ſpirit taketh him, and he ſuddenly cry- 
eth out; and it teareth him, that he foameth again, 
and bruiſing him, hardly departeth from him. 

40. And I beſought thy diſciples to caſt him out; 
and they could not. FA 

41. And Feſus anſwering, ſaid, O. faithleſs, and 
perverſe generation ! How long Hall I be with 
o, and ſuffer you ? Bring thy ſon hither, 

42. And as he Twas yet a coming, the Demon threw 
him down, and tare him, And Feſus rebuked 
the unclean ſpirit; and healed the child; and 
delivered him again to his father. 

43. And they were all amazed at the mighty power 


of God. 


IN. B. Becauſe this is the moſt remarkable of 
all the Poſſeſſions in the New Teſtament, 
take its hiſtory at large alſo in St. Mark's 
words: who is here the fulleſt and moſt 
diſtin& of all the Evangeliſts. 


MARE 


(11 ] 
MARK ix. 14. And when Jeſus came to his diſci- 
ples, he ſaw a great multitude about them, and 

and the Scribes queſtioning with them. | 

1. And ſtraigbiway all the people, when they beheld 
him, were greatly amazer, and running to him, 
ſaluted him, 

16. And he aſked the Scribes, What queſtion ye 
with them ? 

17. And one of the multitude anſwered, and ſaid, 
Maſter, I have brought unto thee my ſon, which 
hath a dumb ſpirit. 

18. And whereſoever he taketh him, he teareth him, 
and he foameth, and gnaſheth with his teeth, and 
pineth away. And I ſpake to thy diſciples that 

© they ſhould caſt him out; and they could not. 

19. He anſwered him and ſaith, O faitbleſs genera- 
lion] Ho long ſhall I be with you ? How long 
ſhall T ſuffer you? Bring him unto me. 
20. *And they brought him unto him. And when he 
ſaw him, ſtraightway the ſpirit tare him; and he 

fell on the ground, and wallowed foaming. 

21. And he aſked his father, How long is it ago 
ſince this came upon him? And he ſaid, Of a 
child. ¶ And be is lunatick, and ſore vexed, 
Matt. xvii. 13.] 

22. And oft times it hath caſt him into the fire, and 
into the waters, to deſtroy him. But if thou cans 
do any thing, Have compaſſion on us, and help us. 

23. Jeſus ſaid unto him, If thou cans believe, all 
things are poſſible to him that believeth, | See 
Malt. xvii. 20.] 

24. And ftraightway the father of the child cried out, 
and ſaid, with tears, Lord, I belicve, belp thou 

mine unbelief. 

25. When FJeſus ſaw that the People came running 

together, be rebuked the foul ſpirit, ſaying rd 
B 2 him 
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| [ 12 ] 
him, Thou dumb and deaf ſpirit, I charge thee 
come out of him, and enter no more into him, 

26. And the ſpirit cried, and rent him fore, and 
came out of bim; and be was as one dead: inſo- 
much that many ſaid, He is dead. 

27. But Feſus took him by the hand, and lifted him 
up, and be aroſe. | 

28, And when he was come into the houſe, his diſci- 
ples aſked him, privately, Why could not wwe cat 
him outs? | | 

29. And he ſaid unto them, This kind can come 
forth by nothing, but by prayer, and faſting, 


The parallel hiſtory is in Matt. xvii. 14—2 1. 


MARE ix. 38. John anſwered Chrift, ſaying, Ma- 
ſter, We ſaw one caſting out Demons in thy 
name; and he followeth not us: and we forbad 
him, becauſe he followeth not us. 

39. But Jeſus ſaid unto him, Forbid him not. For 
there is no man which ſhall do a miracle in my 
name, that can lightly ſpeak evil of me. 


40. For he that is not agains us is on our part, 


[See the parallel, Luke ix. 49, 50.] 

LuKE x. 17. And the ſeventy returned again with 
joy, ſaying, Lord even the Demons are ſubject 
unto us through thy name, | 

18. And he ſaid unto them; I beheld Satan as 
lightning fall from heaven. | See Conſtitut. 
Apoſt. VIII. 7. to be cited hereafter.] 

19. Behold I give unto you power to tread upon ſer- 
pents, and ſcorpions, and over all the power of 
the enemy: and nothing ſball by any means hurt 

ou, 

20. Notwithſtanding in this rejoice not, that the ſpi- 
rits are ſubjeft unto you : but rather rejoice, be- 
cauſe your names are written in heaven. 

e Luk E 
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LuKE xi. 14. And Jeſus was caſting out a Demon, 

and it was dumb, And it came to paſs when 
the Demon was gone out, the dumb ſpake, and 
the people wondered, 

35. But ſome of them ſaid, He caſteth out Demons 
through Beelzebub, the chief of the Demons. 

17. But he knowing their thoughts, ſaid unto them, 
Every Kingdom divided againſt itſelf is brought 
to deſolation: and an houſe divided againſt an 
houſe falleth. 

18. If Satan alſo be divided againſt himſelf, how 
ſhall his Kingdom ſtand! becauſe ye ſay, that I 
caſt out Demons through Beelzebub, 

19. And if I by Beelzebub caſt out Demons, by 
whom do your ſons caſt them out? therefore ſhall 
they be your judges. 

20. But if 1 with the finger of God caſt out Demons, 
no doubt the Kingdom of God is come upon you. 
21. When a ſirong man armed keepeth his palace, 

his goods are in peace: 

22. But when a ſtronger than be ſhall come upon 
him, and overcome him, he taketh from him all his 
armour wherein he truſted, and divideth his ſpoils. 

23. He that is not with me, is againſt me; and he 
that gathereth not with me, ſcattereth. 

24. When the unclean ſpirit is gone out of a man he 
walketh through dry places, ſeeking reſt; and 
finding none be ſaith, I will return unto my houſe 
whence I came out: 3 

25. And when he cometh, he findeth it fwept and 
garniſhed. 

26. Then goeth he and taketh to him ſeven other 
ſpirits, more wicked than himſelf, and they enter 
in, and dwell there: and the laſt ſlate of that 
man 1s worſe than the firſt, [See the parallel 
to theſe laſt verſes in Matt. xii. 43, 44, 45. 

Mark 
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Mark xvi. 17. Theſe ſigns ſhall folloty them that 
believe: In my name ſhall they caſt out Demons, 
they ſhall ſpeak with new tongues : 

18. They ſhall take up ſerpents : and if they drink 
any deadly thing it ſhall not hurt them : they ſhall 
lay hands on the ſick, and they ſhall recover. 

Ac rs v. 3. Peter ſaid, Ananias, Why hath Satax 
filled thine heart to lie to the Holy Ghoſt, and to 
keep back part of the price of the land ? 

viii. 6. The people with one accord gave heed unto 
thoſe things which Philip ſpate; hearing, and 
ſeeing the miracles which he did. 

7. For unclean ſpirits crying with a loud voice came 
out of many that were poſſeſſed with then : and 
many taken with palſies, and that tvere lame 
were healed. . | 

x. 38. God anointed Feſus of Nazareth with the 
Holy Ghoft, and with power: who went about 
doing good, and healing all that were oppreſſed * 
of the Devil: For God was with him. 

xvi. 16. And it came to paſs as we went to the Proſ 
eucha [the houſe of prayer] a certain damſel 
poſſeſſed with a ſpirit of divination met us; which 
brought her maſters much gain by ſoothſaying. 

17. The ſame followed Paul, and us; and cried, 
ſaying, Theſe men are the ſervants of the moſt high 

God, which ſhew unto us the way of ſalvation. 

18. And this did ſhe many days, But Paul being 
grizved, turned, and ſaid to the ſpirit, I command 
thee, in the name of Feſus Chriſt, to come out of 
her. Aud he came out the ſame hour. 

XiX. 13. Then certain of the vagabond Jews, exor- 
ciſts, took upon them to call over them which had 
evil ſpirits the name of the Lord Feſus : ſaying, 
We adjure you by Feſus, whom Paul preacheth, 


14. And there were ſeven ſons of one Sceva a Few, 


and chief of the prieſts that did ſo, 
| I5. And 
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15. And the evil ſpirit anſwered, and ſaid, Jeſus I 
know, and Paul I know : But who are ye? © 

16. And the man in whom the evil ſ1irit was leapt 
on them, and overcame them, and prevailed a- 
gainſt them, So that they fled out of that houſe 
naked, and wounded. 

17. And this was known to all the Fews and Greeks 
alſo dwelling at Epheſus : and fear fell an them 
all; and the name of the Lord Jeſus was mag- 
nified. 

18. And many that believed came and confeſſed, and 
ſhewed their deeds. 

19. Many alſo of them wich uſed curious arts, 
brought their books together, and burned them 
before all men : and they counted the price of them, 
and found it fifty thouſand pieces of ſilver. 

1 Cor. x. 20. But IT ſay that the things which the 
Gentiles ſacrifice, they ſacrifice to Demons, and 
not to God: And I would not that ye ſhould have 
fellowſhip with Demons, 

21. Ze cannot drink the cup of the Lord, and the 
cup of Demons : Ye cannot be partakers of the 
Lord's Table, and of the Table of Demons. 

[See alſo Matt. x. 1.8. Luke vi. 17, 18. vii. 2, 

IX, 1. 2. Xii. 32. As v. 16. xix. 12. 


Take here thoſe paſſages of the Old Teftament 
that relate to Satan, and his Demons, from the 
Septuagint Verſion of the Hebrew text; and 
from the Greek itſelf of the Apocrypba. 


Drur. xxxii. 17. They ſacrificed io Demons, and 
not to God. 
1 SAM. Xvi. 13. The Spirit of the Lord came up- 
on David from that day forward: 
14. And the Spirit of the Lord departed from Saul. 
and an evil ſpirit from the Lord ſuffocated him. 
| 15. Aud 
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15. And Saul's ſervants ſaid to him, Behold now 
an evil ſpirit from the Lord ſuſfocates thee : 

16. Let thy ſervants now ſpeak before thee, and let 
them ſeek out a man who can play ſkillfully on 
the harp. And it ſhall come to paſs, when the 
evil ſpirit is upon thee, that he ſhall play upon 
his harp, and it ſhall be well for thee, and re- 
freſh thee. | 

17. And Saul ſaid unto his ſervants, Provide me now 
a man that can play rightly, and bring him to me. 

18. Then anſwered one of his ſervants, and ſaid ; 
Behold I have ſeen a ſon of Feſſe the Bethlebemite, 
wwho is ſkillful in playing, and an underſtanding 
man, and a man of war, and wiſe in his ſpeech, 
and a comely perſon : and the Lord is with him. 

23. And it came to paſs when the evil ſpirit was 
upon Saul, that David took an harp, and played 
wwith his hand: So Saul was refreſhed : and it 
was to his advantage, and the evil ſpirit depart- 
ed from him, [See my Note on Foſeph. Antiq, 
VI. 11. 5.] 

1 CHR. xx1. 1. And the Devil flood up in Iſrael, 
and provoked David to number Iſrael. 


Jos i. 6. The Angels of God came to preſent them- 


ſelves before the Lord; and the Devil came among 
them. And the Lord ſaid to the Devil, &c. 

11, 1. The Angels of God came to preſent themſelves 
before the Lord, and the Devil came in the midſt 
of them, to preſent himſelf before the Lord. And 
the Lord ſaid to the Devil, &c. 

xxvi. 13. God bath, by his command, mortiſied 
the apoſtate dragon. | 

Ps Al. xc. 6. Thou ſhalt not be afraid of the meri- 
dian Demon, = 

XCV. 5. For all the Gods of the Heathen are Dæ- 
mons: But it is the Lord who made the bea- 
vens. 


Ps AL., 
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Ps At. cv. 37. And they ſacrificed their ſons and 
their daughters unto Demons. | 

Is. xiii. 21. The Sirens ſhall reſt there, and De- 

mmons ſhall dance there. 

Ixv. 11. You have left me, and forgot my Holy 
Mountain; and have prepared a table for the 
Demons; and have made a full mixture for 
Fortune. | 

Zach. iii. 1. And the Lord fhewed me Jeſhua, 
the High prieſt, ſtanding before the Angel of the 
Lord; and the Devil ſtanding at his right hand, 
to reſiſt him. 

2. And the Lord [the Meſſiah] /aia unto the De- 
vil, 

3. The Lord [ Almighty] rebuke thee, O Devil; 
even the Lord that hath choſen Feruſalem rebuke 
thee. 

xiii. 2. It ſhall come to paſs in that day, ſaith the 
Lord of Hoſts, that I will cut off the names of 
the idols out of the land: and they ſhall no more 
be remembered. And alſo I will cauſe the (falſe] 

Prophets, and the unclean ſpirit to paſs out of 
the land. 

Tos. iii. 8. Sara, the daughter of Raguel, had 
been married to ſeven huſhands : whom Aſino- 
deus, the evil Demon, had Eil ed. 

vi. 17. Aud the Demon ſhall ſmell [the incenſe of 
the ſacrifice] and flee away, and not come again 
for ever and ever. | 

vili. 3. And when the Demon ſmelled that ſinell, 
he fled into the utmoſt parts of Egypt; and the 
Angel bound bim. | 

Bax. iv. 7. 77 provoked him that made you, by ſa- 
crificing unto Demons, and not to God. 

35. Babylon ſhall be inhabited by Demons, a great 
time, | 
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Conſtitutions of the Apoſtles. 


ConsTiTturT. VI. 7. Now the original of the New 
Hereſies began thus, The Devil entred into one 
Simon, of a village called Gitthe: a Samart- 
tan; by profeſſion a Magician, and made him 


the miniſter of his wicked deſign. J Peter, 
with a fixed attention on that malicious ſerpent 
that was in him, ſaid to Simon, &c. 

VI. 27. The Holy Spirit always abides with thoſe 
that are poſſeſs'd of it, fo long as they are wor- 
thy. And for thoſe from whom it is departed 

it leaves them deſolate, and expoſed to the 
wicked ſpirit, Now every man is filled, either 
with the Holy, or with the unclean ſpirit : and 
is not poſſible to avoid the one or the other: 
unleſs they can receive oppoſite ſpirits. For the 
Comforter hates every lyez and the Devil bates 
all truth. But every one that is baptized a- 
greeably to the truth, is ſeparated from the dia- 
bolical ſpirit, and is under the Holy Spirit: 
and the Holy Spirit remains with him, ſo long 
as he is doing good; and fills him with wiſdom, 
and underſtanding; and ſuffers not the wicked 
ſpirit to approach him, &c. 

VII. 40. When it remains that the Catechumen is 
to be baptized, Let him learn what concerns 
the Renunciation of the Devil, and the joining 
himſelf to Chriſt. 

CHAP. 41. J renounce Satan, and his Works, and 
his Pomps, and his Worſhip, and his Angels, 
and his Inventions, and all things that are un- 
der him. 


Prim. Chr. [So Origen of the Fundamentals of Chriſtianity, 
voy 775 I is alſo determined, ſays he, in the Eccleſia- 


ftical Preaching, that every reaſonable ſoul hath 
| freedom 
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freedom of choice, or free will, And that he is 
to have a ſtruggle in oppoſition to the Devil, and 
his Angels, and the oppoſite Powers : and this be- 
cauſe they labour to bring us under the burthen of 
fins ; while we, by living uprightly, and wiſe- 
ty, endeavour to get clear of ſuch beings. —— 
As to the Devil, and his Angels, and oppoſite 
Powers, the Eccleſiaſtical Preaching teaches us, 
that there are ſuch beings: but what they are, 
or after what manner they exiſt, it does not 
explain with ſufficient clearneſs. But many are 
| of the opinion, that the Devil was an Angel. 
and became an Apoſtale; and then perſuaded 
a great many of the Angels to fall with him ; 
who are ſtill accordingly ſtyled, His Angels.] 
VIII. 1. With good reaſon did Feſus Chrijt ſa; to 
all of us together, when we were ferſefted, 
concerning thoſe gifts which were given from 


from him by the Spirit; Now theſe ſigns ſhall Mar. xvi. 
follow them that have believed in my name: *7- 


they ſhall caſt out Dæmons: they ſhall ſpeak 
with new tongues: they ſhall take up ſer— 
pents: and if they drink any deadly thing it 
ſhall by no means hurt them : they ſhall lay 
their hands on the ſick, and they ſhall recover. 
Theſe gifts were firſt beſtowed on us, the Ape- 
ſtles, when we were about to preach the Goſpel 
to every creature; and afterwards were «of ne- 
ceſſiuy afforded to thoſe who had, by our means, 
believed: not for the advantage 'of thoſe who 
perform them; but for the conviftion of unbe- 
lievers : that thoſe whom the word did not per- 
ſuade, the power of ſigns might put to ſhame. 
For figns are not for us who believe, but for 
the unbelievers, both for the Jews and Gentiles. 
For neither is it any profit to us to caſt ont 
Demons, but to thoſe who are fo cleanſed, by 
> Sk the 
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the power. of the Lord; as the Lord himſelf 
ſomewhere inſtructs us, and ſhews, ſaying, Re- 
Joice ye, not becauſe the ſpirits are ſubject un- 
to you : but rejoice, becauſe your names are 
written in heaven: Since the former is done 
by his power, but this by our good diſpoſition, 
and diligence; yet, tis manifeſt by his aſſiſtance, 
Trs not therefore neceſſary that every one of the 
faithful ſhould caſt out Demons; or raiſe the 
dead; or ſpeak with tongues; but ſuch an one 
only who is vouchſafed this gift: for ſome cauſe 
which may be of advantage to the ſalvation of 
the unbelievers, &Cc. . 


Cnay. 2. In the next place we add, that neither 


is every one that prophecies, holy, nor every 
one that caſts out Dæmons, religious. Nay 
the Devil foretells many things, and the De- 
mens about bim; and yet, for all that, there is 
not a ſpark of piety in them: for they are op- 
preſſed with ignorance, by reaſon of their vo- 
luntary wickedneſs, Ii is manifeſt therefore, 


that the ungodly, although they prophecy, do 


not, by their prophecying, cover their own im- 
piety. Nor will thoſe who caſt out Demons be 
ſanitified by the Dæmons being made ſubjeft to 
them: for They only mock one another, as they 
do who play childiſh tricks for mirib, and de- 
ſtroy thoſe cars give beed to them. the ſons 
of Sceva endeavvuring to caſt out Demons, were 
wounded by them, and fled away in an unſeem- 
ly manner. 


Cuay. 6. Aſter the Catechumens are gone out, 


Let the Deacon ſay, Ye Energumens, affiifted 
wit) unclean ſpirits, pray: and Let us all ear- 
neſily pray for them, that God, the lover of 
mankind ill by Chriſt, rebuke the unclean 
and wicked Firits, and deliver his ſuppli- 


calls 


nt's 


upon the ſea, as upon the firm ground: Thou 
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eants from the dominion of the adverſary. He Mar. v. g. 
that rebuked the legion of Dæmons, and the Zac. iii. 3. 
prince of wickedneſs, the Devil, may he even 
now rebuke theſe apoſtates from piety ;, and de- 
liver his own workmanſhip from his power ; 
and cleanſe thoſe creatures which he hath made 
with great wiſdom. Let us ſtill pray earneſtly 
for them. Save them, O God, and raiſe them 
up by thy power. Bow down your heads, ye 
Energumens, and receive the bleſſing. And let 
the Biſhop add this prayer, and ſay: 


CHAP. 7. Thou who haſt bound the ſtrong man, Matt. xii, 


and ſpoiled all that was in his houſe ; who 29. 

haſt given us power over ſerpents, and ſcorpi- Luk. x. 
ons, to tread upon them, and upon all the 19. 
power of the enemy; who haſt delivered the 
ſerpent, that murderer of men, bound to us, as 

a ſparrow to children: whom all things dread, Job xl. 24. 
and tremble before the face of thy power : who XXII. 
haſt caſt him down as lightning from heaven Luk.x.18. 
to earth; not with a fall from a place; but 


from honour, to diſhonour, on account of bis vo- 
| tuntary evil diſpoſition : whoſe look dries the Pf. cv. g. 


abyſſes, and threatening melts the mountains; 

and whoſe truth remains for ever: whom the I.. Ii. 10. 
infants praiſe, and ſucking babes bleſs : whom PC. xcvi. 5. 
angels ſing hymns to, and adore: who look- II. Ixiv. 1. 
eſt upon the earth, and makeſt it tremble : FH ci. 2. 
who toucheſt the mountains, and they ſmoke : vin, cf 
who threateneſt the ſea, and dryeſt it up; ci. 32. 
and makeſt all its rivers as deſert: and the Nah. i. 4. 


clouds are the duſt of his feet: who walkeſt 3, . „ 
Job. ix. 8. 


LXXII. 


only begotten God, the ſon of thy great Father, 
rebuke theſe wicked ſpirits ;, and deliver the works 
of thine hands from the power of the adverſe 
(pirit, For to thee is due glory, honour, and 

| Worb ip; 
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worſhip; and, by thee, to thy Fatl er, in the 
Holy Spirit, for ever. Amen 


N. B. I have ſet down this laſt Exorciſm, or 
prayer for the Energumens, intire ; tho? 
my preſent deſign did not require it ; be- 
cauſe *tis the only ſomewhat line prayer 
or addreſs to our Saviour Chriſt, truly A- 


poſtolical, that is extant at this day in the 
Chriſtian Church, 


Cnay. 26. An Exorciſt is not ordain'd. For tis 
an exerciſe of voluntary goodneſs, and of the 
grace of God, through Chriſt, by the aſſiſtance 
of the Holy Spirit, For be who halb received 
the gift of healing is declared by revelation from 
God. But if there be occaſion for him, he muſt 
be ordained a Biſhop, or a Preſbyter, or a 
Deacon. 

Can. 79. F any one hath a Damon, let him not 
be made one of the clergy. Nay let him mot 
pray with the faithful, But hes he is cleanſed 


let him be receiv'd: and, 4 he be worthy, let 
him be ordain'd. 


Ignat. ad Antiochen. & 12. T1 ſalute the ſacred 


"Pref ytery, the holy EW ; 1 ſalute the 
Subdeacons, the Keepers of the Gates, the La- 
bourers, the Exorciſts, and the Conſeſſors. I 
falute the Deaconeſſes of Chriſt, thoſe keepers of 
the boly gates, TI ſalute the Virgins devoted to 
Chris. [ ſalute the Widows. TI ſalute 
the people of the Lord, both fmall and great, and 
all my fiſters in the Lord. | 


N. B. So far go the Texts of Scripture. I 
now proceed to ancient Teſtimonies, And 
here it will be fit to infert, in the firſt 

Per, 
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place, a few paſſages out of Joſepbus the 
Jewiſh Hiſtorian, who was contemporary 
with the Apoſtles, and one of the ſame 
nation with them, concerning the nature 
of Dæmons, and the method of caſting 
them out in his days. And he is here an 
author ſo much the more to be regarded in 
this point, as he was afterward, when he 
was become a Catholick Chriſtian, author 
of an intire Homily concerning Demons : 
altho' the learned world be now ſo unhappy 
as to have loſt it. See my V® Diſſerta- 
tion at the beginning. 


Antiq. VI. 8. 2. The divine power departed from 
Saul, and removed to David: who upon this ' 
removal of the divine Spirit to him began 10 
prophecy. But as for Saul, ſome ſtrange and 
Dæmoniacal diſorders came upon bim; and 
brought on him ſuch ſuffocations as were ready 
to choke him, For which the phyſicians could 
find no other remedy but this, that if any per- 
ſon could charm thoſe paſſions, by ſinging, and 
playing upon the harp, they adviſed them' to en- 
quire for ſuch an one, and to obſerve when 
theſe Demons came upon him, and diſturbed 
| him: and to take care that ſuch a perſon might 
tand over him, and play on the harp, and re- 
cite hymns to him. When David was come, 
be charmed his paſſion, and was the only phyſi- 

cian againſt the trouble he had from ibs Deæ- 
mons, whenſoever it was that it came upon 
Vim; and this by reciting of hymns, and play- 
ing upon the harp, and bringing Saul to his 
right mind again. 

VIII. 2. 5. God enabled Solomon to learn that ſill 
which expells Demons: which is a ſcience uſe- 


ful, 


See pag. 
5, 16. 
prius. 
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ful, and ſanative to men, He compoſed ſuch 
incantations alſo, by which diſtempers are al- 
leviated. And he left behind him the manner 
of uſing exorciſms, by which they drive away 
Demons: ſo that they never return again. And 
this method of cure is of great force until this 
day. For I have ſeen a certain man of my 
own country, whoſe name was Eleazar, re- 
leaſing people that were Dæmoniacal, in the 
preſence of Veſpaſian, and his ſons,. and his 
captains, and the whole multitude of his ſoldi- 
ers. The manner of the cure was this: He put 
a ring, that had a root of one of thofe ſorts 
mentioned by Solomon, to the noſtrils of the 
Demoniack: after which he drew out the De- 
mon, through his noſtrils: and when the man 
fell down immediately, he adjured the Demon 
' to return uo more: making ſlill mention of So— 
lomon, and reciting the incantations which be 
compoſed. And when Eleazar would perſuade, 
and demonſirate to the ſpectators, that he had 
ſuch a power, be ſet a little way off a cup or 
baſon, full of water; and commanded the Dæ- 
mon, as be went out of the man, to overturn 
it: and thereby to let the ſpeftators know that 
he had left the man. And when this was done, 
the ſkill and wiſdom of Solomon was ſhewed very 
manifeſtly. [See my Note on the place.) 
War VII. 6. 3. The root Baaras is only valuable 
on account of one virtue that it hath; that if 
it be only brought to the ſick perſons, it quickly. 
drives away thoſe called Demons: which are 
no other than the ſpirits of the wicked that en- 
ter into men that are alive [this notion of 
Dzmons, ſeems almoſt peculiar to Zo/ephus :] 
and kill them, unleſs they can obtain ſome help a- 
gainſt them, [See my Note.] 77 
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NB. The foregoing account of the caſting 


out a Dæmon by Eleazar a Jew, in the pre- 
ſence of Veſpaſian, and of his ſons, and of 
his captains, and of the whole multitude of 
his ſoldiers, and before Zoſephus himſelf al- 
ſo, 1s an illuſtrious and authentick teſtimo- 
ny to the truth of ſuch poſſeſſions by Dæ- 
mons, and to the caſting out of thoſe Dæ- 
mons by the Jews at that time in Judea; 
I mean as they are diſtin& from the like 
accounts relating to Chriſtians, both in that 
and the future Centuries. The oddneſs uf 
the manner of operation by this Magician, 
Eleazar here, is parallel to the oddneſs of 
the reſt of the magick ceremonies, and need 
cauſe no ſurprize at all: Nor is the opinion 
of Foſephus, that the Demon made its exit 
through the noſtrils of the Dæmoniacꝶ, any 
objection againſt the truth of the fact it- 
ſelf, And indeed I do not know a more 
probable paſſage for ſuch a Demon trom 


the brain, or reſidence of the human ſou], 


than by the noſtrils; and am withal inclined 
to think, it may be the common paſlage 
for the human ſoul itſelf, when it enters the 


brain at the quickening of the mother; Sce Prim 


and when it leaves it at death: tho? the in- wb 2 
VIV d YO!, 
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viſibilityſboth of the Dæmons, and of the ſoul, 
and our perfect unacqua intedneſs with ſuch 
ſecrets of nature and providence, make it 
unfit for us to be too poſitive about ſuch 
matters, 


REC OONIT I0Ns. II. 21. This I can certainly aſ- 
ſure you of, ſays Peter to Clement that every one 
that hath at any time worſhipped Idols, and hath 

D 


adored 
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adored thoſe whom the pagans call gods, and 
1 Cor. x. hath taſted of things ſacrific'd to them, is 
not free from an unclean ſpirit. For he hath 
made himſelf a gueſt of the Demons z and is a 
partaker of that Damon, whoſe Idea be hath 
formed in bis mind, whether by fear, or love: 
and by this means be is not cleanſed from an un- 
clean ſpirit : and therefore does he ſtand in need 
of the purification of baptiſm, that that unclean 
ſpirit may go out from him, which has taken 
poſſeſſion of the inward affections of his ſoul : 
and, what is worſe, there appear no indications 
of what is thus within in ſecret : leſt, if it were 
 publickly known, it ſhould be driven away from 
him. | | 
Cnay. 72. For thoſe unclean ſpirits delight to ſtay 
in the bodies of men: that by their means they 
may ſatisfy their own luſts: and by bending the 
affettions of the ſoul to what they defire, may 
compel them to be obedient to their luſts; that 
ſo they may become intirely the Inſtruments of 
the Demons. One of which this Simon [Ma- 
gus] is: who is ſeized with this fort of diſeaſe, 
and cannot now be cured, becauſe his ſickneſs a- 
riſes from his will, and is become ſpontaneous. 
Nor indeed does the Demon inhabit in him a- 
gainſt his will, 
III. 30. All the reſt turned to Peter, and fell down 
on their knees before him: many of whom were 
afflitted with divers diſeaſes; or with the in- 
curſions of Demons; and were healed at the 
prayer of Peter, and went away rejoicing: as 
| having at once receiv'd the doctrine of the true 
God, and obtained mercy for themſelves, 
IV. 7. Certain of thoſe who were preſent, and 
bad been a long time wearied out by the incur- 
fions of Demons, fell down on the ground; when 
HEN A £ 88 


( 27 ] 
the unclean ſpirits beſought Peter, that he 
would give them leave io continue at leaſt one 
day longer in the bodies they poſſeſ®d. While 
Peter rebuked them, and commanded them to 
depart immediately: and accordingly they de- 
parted, without delay, After whom others, 
who bad been afflifted with long diſeaſes, be- 
ſought Peter that they might recover their health. 
For whom be promiſed to make ſupplication to 
the Lord, after he ſhould have ended his ſer- 
mon, But they were delivered from their diſ- 
eaſes as ſoon as evers he had made them that 
promiſe: and he ordered them to fit down by 
themſelves, with thoſe that bad been cured of 
.the Demons; as if they were to have ſame reſt 
after their toil, | | 
Char. 8.—16, Reaſons why God juſtly permits 
men to be poſleſs'd with Demons; largely. 
CAP. 17. You ſee therefore of what efficacy the 
knowledge of God, and the obſervance of his di- 
vine religion is, which not only defends thoſe 
that believe, from the incurſions of Demons, but 
does alſo make them rule over thoſe beings that 
domineer over others, *Tis therefore neceſſary 
for you, who are of the Gentiles, to bave re- 
courſe to God; and to keep yourſelves from all 
impurity; that the Demons may be driven away, 
and that God: may fix his habitation within you. 
Zou muſt alſo recommend yourſelves to God by 
Prayers and intercede with him againſt the im- 
pudence of Demons. For if you believe, you 
Hall receive whatſoever ye aſk, &c. F 17, 18, 
19, 20, 21, 22. largely. 
CAP. 32. That by the means of Baptiſm, not only 
. the wicked ſpirits, if any ſuch inhabit within 
you, may. be driven away; but that after you 
bave left off your ſins, and have believed in God 
D 3 with 


— ——U—ä— e — — 
* — — a 
i. dd”. Ms AS 


Mat. viii. 


9. 


ts ; > a 2-4 — 1 * 
"= 1 8 - — N _ 
— * > SRI 1 * ** — F —— - pt * : 
a W * 
- ky Y We —— — — — — 
gb 2 Yp s — — — 3 4⁵V*—nĩbÄͥ m 2 ˙— 3 * pts» ey 
- — — — — — — — * ww w „ 2 — N 


» 


[ 28] 
with an intire faith, and. an intire purity of 
mind, you may drive away wicked ſpirits, and 
Demons out of others alſo; and may be able to 
free others from their afflictions and diſeaſes, 
For the Demons themſelves know, and own 
thoſe who have delivered themſelves up to God: 
and are expelPd ſometimes by their bare preſence, 
as you ſaw juſt now how it came to paſs, that 
when I had only begun with the words of ſaluta- 
tion to you, immediately the Demons began to 
cry out, in honour of our religion; and were 
og to bear our preſence the ſmalleſt time poſ- 
ible, 


CHAP. 33. Are we then of any other nature, ſupe- 


rior to yours, that the Demons are afraid of 
us, upon that account? No. We are of the 
ſame nature with you: but differ in religion. 


And if you deſire to be the ſame that we are, 


we do not envy you; but rather encourage you 


therein. And we would have you aſſured, that 


when you have the ſame faith, and religion, and 
innocency of life, which we have, you will, as 
a reward of your faith, have from God the 
very ſame power and ability againſt the Demons 
that we have. For as one that hath ſoldiers 
under him, althe* he be weaker, and they 
ſtronger than be, yet does he ſay to one man, 
Go; and he goeth: and to another, Come; 
and he cometh: and to another, Do this; 
and he doth it: While yet this is done, not by 
his own power, but from the fear they ſtand in 
of Ceſar : In the like manner hath every one of 
the failhful authority over Demons: altho* they 
appear to be much ſtronger than men: not on ac- 
count of their own power, but of the power of 
God, who hath put them in ſubjection to us. 


CHAP. 


[29] 


of Char. 34. However, this we would have you 
nd know, that a Demon hath no power againſt a 
to man, unleſs any one of his own accord ſubmits 
es, himſelf to his will. Whence alſo it was, that 
n when he, who is the prince of wickedneſs, came 
d: to this perſon, who, we told you, was he that 
ce, was ordained by God to be the King of peace, to 
vat tempt him, he began to promiſe him all the glory 
ta- of the world: the offer of which to others, in 
to order to deceive them, had, be knew, procured 
ere him adoration from them. So impious was he, 
/ and forgetſul of himſelf : which is peculiar, and 


proper to wickedneſs: he promiſed himſelf that 
be ſoould be adored by that very perſon, by 
whom he knew he was to be deſtroyed. 

V. 36. For this reaſon therefore [ſaid Peter] 
tho that ſerpent which lies bid within you, per- 
verts your notions by a thouſand arts of deceit, 
whereby you may be induced to turn your hear- 
ing from the doctrine of ſalvation; yet ought you 
fo much the more to reſiſt him, to deſpiſe his ſug- 
geſtions; and to aſſemble the more frequently to 
receive this dofirine, For no one can learn any 
thing who is not taught. And when he bad ſaid 
this, he ordered that thoſe who were oppreſs'd 
with diſeaſes, or Demons, might be brought to 
bim, and be laid his hands on them, and prayed 
over them, 

VIII. 53. The worſhip of Demons is contrary to 
divine worſhip. Nay, at laſt, it came to 
this, that when Damons were driven away by 
the word of God; whereby it openly appear*d 
there is a providence; the art magic diſcovered 
how it might imitate even this, by way of oppc/i- 
tion, to the confirmation of infidelity, So was 
.  - the way of curing the poiſon of ſerpents by 
charms diſcovered: and ſo to reſtore health by a 
TAP. oF way 
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way oppoſite to the word and power of God. 
T, 15 art magic did alſo find out . 
contrary to the Angels of God: oppoſing to them 
departed ſouls, .and the deluſions .of Demons, 
[See I. 5.] | | 
IX. 38. Zet did not Peter all this while acquieſce ; 
till a daughter of thoſe that aſked him, who 
Had been of a long time vexed with an evil ſpi- 
rit, and was bound with chains, and had been 
ſhut. up in an inner room; upon the departure 
of the Damon, and the opening of the doors, 
came with ber chains, and fell down at Peter's 
feet, ſaying; *Tis fit, my Lord, t celebrate 
here a feaſt for my recovery to day; and not to 
make me or my parents ſad. But when Peter 
aſked what was the meaning of ber chains, and 
of what ſhe ſaid ;, ber parents were ſo overjoy'd 
at the unexpected recovery of their daughter ; 
and fo aſtoniſh'd at it, that they could make no 
reply. But the ſervants who ſtood by, aid, 
This young woman, who hath been poſſeſs'd with 
a Demon from the ſeventh year of her age, 
hath never left cutting, and tearing, and biting, 
nay even pulling to pieces thoſe that came. to. her: 
and this for twenty years together: *till this ve- 
ry time. Nor could ſhe be cured by any one. 
Nay indeed, no body durſt come to her. For 
ſhe diſabled many, and flew others: for ſhe was 
ſtronger than all men. To be ſure it was by her 
being aſſiſted by the power of the Demon. But 
now, as you ſee, the Demon runs away at your 
preſence; and the very doors which were ſhut, 
and ſecured, with the greateſt firmneſs, are now 
opened; and ſbe ſtands before you, deſiring of 
. you to keep this .day of ber recovery, will is 
fo joyful to ber ſelf, and ber parents, as a feſti- 
val, and tarry with them. * : 
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X. 68. Peter ordered the people to come together 


the next day: and having ordained one of thoſe 
that followed him, for their Biſhop, and others 
Preſbyters; and having baptized great numbers 
of them, and reſtored all thoſe to their health 
who were vexed with diſeaſes, or Demons, he 


ſtaid there three days; and then, all things be- 


ing rightly ſettled, he took his leave, and went 
away from Laodicea—to Antioch, 


Char. 69. When the Antiochians had made an 


end of their declarations, they preſented to bim 
thoſe that were vexed with diſeaſes, and o- 
preſ9d with Demons; thoſe alſo that bad the 
palſy, &c. 


Cnap. 70. Thoſe that had the palſy, ran to the feet 


of Peter whole; the blind, who had received 


their fight, cried out; the lame, who now had © 


the uſe of their feet, gave thanks; the ſick. 
who had recovered their health, rejoiced ; ſome 
that ſeemed only to breathe, as being without 


ſenſe, and without voice, were reſtored. All 
thoſe alſo that were lunaticks and poſſeſs d with 


Demons, were freed from their Miſeries. 


Quadratus preſented an Oration or Apology to Ay. Euſeb. 


Adrian: 


whoſe words are theſe. 


IV. 3. The operations of our Saviour were laſting ; 


for they were real: perſons were healed, and 
were raiſed from the dead: who were not only 


| ſeen while they were healed, or when they were 


raiſed, but remained continually: and this not 
only while our Saviour was among men, but a 
great while after he was gone from them, Inſa- 
much that ſome of them ſurvived *till our time. 
Jeſus came for the ſalvation of men, and the 
ſubverſion of Demons, Which you may learn 
from what falls under your own ſight > while a 
great many of our Chriſtian men have adjured a 
2 8 | great 


Hiſt.Eccles 


Juſt. Mart. 
Apolog. 


II. 5 6. 


x 


Tryph. E- 


dit. ſebb. 


p- 36, 


great many of thoſe that are poſſeſs'd by Demons, 
throughout the World, and in your very city 


ſoe ver, and do thereby aboliſh and drive away 


We ſee, and are aſſured, that by the name of 


forſake idols, and other acts of injuſtice; and 


Pac. 86. At the power of this name of Jeſus 


Pas. 146. You may underſtand that a concealed 


Pas. 230. Even now we that are believers in Je- 
ſus our Lord, who was crucified under Pontius 


[ 32 } 


[Rome] by the name of Feſus Chriſt, who was 
crucified under Pontius Pilate : and have cured, 
and do ſtill cure ſuch as could not be cured by any 
other adjurers, or enchanters, or charmers whom- 


thoſe Demons, which had gotten poſſeſſion of 


men. 
Jeſus Chriſt who was crucified, we are to 


to come to God: and by ſuffering unto death 
make publick profeſſion of our faith, and piety. 
This we are induced to do by the works done, 
and the power that accompanies them. IWhere- 
by all may underſtand, that this is the New 
Law, and the New Covenant; and the Ex- 
pectation of thoſe that out of all nations await 
the bleſſings of God. 


Chriſt the Demons tremble, and are ſubject to 
us, at this day; I mean when they are adjured 
by the name of Feſus Chriſt, who was crucified 
under Pontius Pilate, the Procurator of Judea. 
Whereby all men may fully underſtand, that the 
Father hath given him ſo much power, that the 
very Demons are ſubject to his name, and to the 
diſpenſation of that paſſion which he underwent, 


power of God belongs to Chriſt crucified. At whom 
the Demons tremble ; as well as do in general all 
the principalities, and powers of the earth. 


Pilate, do adjure all the Demons, and evil ſpi- 
rits, and have them ſubjected to us, | 
Pas. 


( 33] 


PaAG. 248. We have ſtill among us prophetick gifts. 
Pas. 256. You may eaſily ſatisfy yourſelves of 
Chriſt power, if you pleaſe, from what now falls 
under your own ſight, For every Demon that is 
exorciſed by the name of this very Son of God, 
and of the firſt born of the whole creation, who 
was begotten of a virgin, and made a man, li- 
able to ſufferings, and was crucified by your peo- 
ple under Pontius Pilate, and died, and roſe 
again from the dead, is overcome by us, and ſub- 
gefted to us. Alth? when you [Fetus] exorciſe 
them by the name of any of your Kings, or 
Righteous men, or Prophets, or Patriarchs, 
none of thoſe Demons will be ſubjef to you; 
yet if one of you exorciſe a Demon by the. God 
of Abraham, and the God of Iſaac, and the 
God of Jacob, perhaps he will be ſubjett. Hows- 
ever, ſaid I, ſome of you that pretend to be Ex- 
orciſts, as are the heathen, uſe certain adjura- 
tions in their exorciſms, with incenſe, and bonds. 
Pas. 366. Among ft us may be ſeen both women 
and men that have received gifts from the Spirit 
of God. | 
Pas. 353. The Demons are ſubjeft to the name of 
Chriſt: and all principalities, and kingdoms 
[ Powers] are more afraid of his name, than of 
any other perſon that is dead. 
Ia EN. Il. 5. Men were ſaved by the invocation of 
One God, even before the advent of our Lord; 
both from the worſt ſort of ſpirits, and from all 
kinds of Demons, and from an univerſal apoſta- 
cy. Not that the terrene ſpirits or Demons 
had ſeen him: but becauſe they knew that God 
who is over all; and trembled when his name 
was invocated: as does every creature, every 
principality, and power, and all the beings that 
are ſubject to bim. On _ account the * 
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do to this day drive away Demons, by uſing his 
very name: ſince all things are afraid at the 
invocation of that name. | 


Char. 56. The followers of Simon, and of Car- 


pocrates, and if there be any others who are 
ſaid to work miracles, do what they do, not by 


| the power of God, nor itt reality, nor for the 


advantage of men; but by their magical deluſions 

and continued methods of deceit hurt them, an 

lead thoſe into error who believe them; and ſo 
are no better, than ſeducers. For they are not 
able to give fight to the blind, nor hearing to 
the deaf, nor to drive away all Demons, I 
mean any others than thoſe they themſelves ſend; 
if even they do ſo much as that. Nor can they 
cure th? infirm, or the lame, or thoſe that have 
the palſy, or are afflicted in any other part of 
their body: as it often comes to paſs that thoſe 
who have any infirmity of body, or any external 
accident hath befallen them, are reſtored to their 
former health again. Nay theſe men are ſo far 
from raiſing the dead, as did our Lord, and his 
Apoſtles raiſe them, by prayer; and as it bath 
often come to paſs among the brethren, in caſes 
of neceſſity, that upon the petition of the whole 
church, with much faſtiug, and prayer, the 
ſpirit of one deceaſed bath returned again; and 
a man hath been granted to the prayers of the 
ſaints; that they ſay ſuch a thing is impoſſible to 


be done. 


Char. 57. Nay indeed, if they perform any thing 


by magick, as we ſaid before, they endeavour by 

jraud to delude weak people. They do them no 
real good; nor bring them any advantage, upon 
whom they ſay they work their miracles, They 

 zntroauce naked boys, and delude men's eyes, and 
fete imaginary ſighis, which ſoon vaniſh z 
Bs Without 
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| without continuing the leaſt moment of time: 

| which is a demonſtration that they reſemble not 
Teſus Chriſt, but Simon Magus. But if they See this al- 

Pall ſay, that our Lord did ſuch things in ap- ſoinEuſe- 
pearance only, we ſhall bring them to the bius Hiſt. 
Prophecies; and ſhall from them demonſtrate, Eccl. V. 5. 
that all things were thus foretold beforeband; 

and have moſt ſurely come to paſs: and that he 
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7 only is the Son of God, On which account thoſe 
. that are truly his diſciples have from him re- 
| ceived ſuch grace, and perform ſuch operations 
g for the benefit of mankind, as every one of them 
1 Halb received the gift freely from bim. For 
0 Jome of theſe do ſurely and truly drive away 
x Damon, inſomuch that thoſe who have been 
- cleanſed from the unclean ſpirits; have frequent- 
f Iy betome believers themſelves, and continued in 
a the Church, Some alſo of theſe have the fore- 
7 knowledge of future events, and have viſions, 
K and prophecies: Others of them do beal the 
. fick, by impoſition of hands; and reſtore them 
* o thejr health again. As alſo, what we have 
h already. ſaid, the dead have been raiſed, and 
7 continued with us many years. And what ſhall 
7 1 fay more? we are not able to recount the num- 
bs ber of- thoſe gifts, which the church that is ſpread 
4 over all the world, hath received from God, in 
* the name of Jeſus Chriſt, who was crucified un- 
2 der Pontius Pilate; and exerciſes the ſame eve- 
4 75 day, for the advantage of the nations; wwith- 
N out deluding any, or taking any money from 
'y them. For as it hath freely received theſe ,,  _ g 
- powers from God, ſo does it as freely adminiſter 
th he fame. Nor does it do any thing by invoca- © 
'y tions of Angels, ner by charms, nor by any other 
hy curious arts: but'fy purely and openly direfing 


its prayers to that God who made all things; "4 xix · 
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and by invoking the name of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, it performs theſe miracles, for the bene- 


f fit of men, and not for their ſeduction. 


Theophilus of Antioch II. pag. 87. Heathen Po- 
ets, Homer and Heſiod, as they confeſs themſelves, 
ſpeak what they ſpeak as inſpired by the Muſes, 
and as the effect of imagination, and deceit : and 
not by the pure Spirit, but by a ſpirit of deluſion, 
And this is evidently demonſtrated by the Dæ- 
moniacks: While the Demons are ſometimes ex- 
orciſed by the name of the true God, till this 
very time, and thoſe ſpirits of error confeſs 
themſelvesto be Demons, who operated in them. 

T ertull. de Corona chap. 11. Will a Chriſtian de- 
fend thoſe [Demons] in the night, which be 

drove away by exorciſms in the day? 

De Anima chap. 57. We have already Au 
geſted, that there are ſcarce any men that are 
without a Demon: and a great many there are 
who know that untimely and terrible kinds of 
death have been occaſion'd by Demons, and are 
to be aſcribed to their incurſions. Nay, if I be 
not miſtaken, wwe diſcover the fallacy of an evil 
ſpirit , when it Iurks under the maſks of dead 

men, by experience : while he ſometimes, under 
our exorciſms, affirms himſelf to have been a 
man, and one of our progenitors; ſometimes to 
bade been a gladiator, and ſometimes a beaſtia- 
ry: as elſewhere be ſays that he is a God. As 


being concerned for nothing more than for this, 
that he may contradict what. we preach : and it 
may not be eaſily believed, that all ſouls go in- 
to Hades; and this in order to diſturb mens 
faith about the day of Fudgment, and about the 
Reſurrettion. © Yet will this Demon, after be 
bath tried to delude the company, be ſo far over- 
ruled by the preſence of the divine grace, as un- 
willingly 


(37 ] 

 wvillingly to confeſs bimſelf to be what he really 

is; [an evil Demon.) | 
Apologet. chap. 23. Hitherto we have gone by 
a reaſoning: but will now proceed to à demonſtra- 
tion from experience: which will ſhew that the 
two names | Heathen Gods, and Demons] are 
one and the ſame. Let any perſon, who is cer- 
tainly known to be diſturbed by a Damon, be 
brought before your tribunals. This ſpirit, when 
he is injoined to ſpeak out by any Chriſtian, wil! 
as certainly and truly confeſs himſelf to be a De- 
mon now, as he does at other times falſely pro- 
' feſs himſelf to be a God. Let there, in lite man- 
ner, be produced ſome one of thoſe that are ſup- 
poſed to be inſpired by a God; of thoſe who by 
Hanging over the altars, obtain a divine power 
from the ſteam it exhales; who are bowed loge- 
ther by belching; who cannot ſpeak, but with the 
Interruption of their breath: let that very cele- 
tial virgin who pretends to give you rain; that 
very Aſculapius who has ſh:wed you the medi- 
cines you make uſe of, and affords life to Socor- 
dius, and Thanaſius, and Aſclepiadotus, who 
muſt however die in a little while, If theſe 
Gods do not confeſs themſelves Demons, as not 
daring to lie to a Chriſtian, we give you leave 10 
ſhed the blood of ſuch an impudent Chriſtian upon 
the place, What is plainer than this exper i- 
ment? What can be more to be depended on than 
this method of tryal? The naked truth is here 
before you. The force of this reaſoning ſupports 
zſelf. Nor is there room for any ſuſpicion. 
Will you jay this is done by art magick, or by 
any ſuch method of impoſition? Jes: you may 
ſay this, if your own ears and eyes will give you 
leave. And what contradidtion can there be in 
@ thing demonſtrated in ſuch plain Simplicity? 
On 
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On the other fide, if they be really Gods, why 
do they tell lies, and ſay they are Demons ? 
&c. 

Cnar. 32. Now our cuſtom is to adjure the De- 
mons, or Genii, in order to drive them out of 
men, 

Car. 37. If the Chriſtians were once gone, who 
would there be to deliver you that are heatbens 
from thoſe enemies of yours; which are conceal'd 
indeed, but yet make the greateſt havock of your 
minds, and of your bealths* I mean from the 
incurſions of Demons; whom we drive away 
from you, without any gift; or reward. This 

would afford us a ſufficient revenge upon you; 

pag. 13. while you would be expoſed then, like empty 
prius. houſes, to be ſeized upon by af unclean ſpi- 
rits. 

Ad Scap. cap. 6. We Chriſtians do mot only rejef? 
Demons, but overcome them; and every day ex- 
pel them out of men. As is known t0 a Wes? 
many, 

Chae. 4. When a certain perſon's notary Was 
greatly agitated by a Demon z be was delivered; 
and a kinſman of certain others, and a little 
child. And how many perſons of dignity (or 1 
ſpeak not new of mean men) have been cured 
either from Demons, or diſtempers Even Se- 
verus himſelſ, the Father of Antoninus, remem- 
bered the Chriſtians. For he ſought for Procu- 


tus, the Chriſtian, who was called Torpacion, 


the ſteward of Eubodia, who had once cured 
Him with oil; and kept him in bis palace till bis 
death. 
Orig. contr. Celſ. II. p. 62. It is eaſy to ſee, that 
 fince the advent of Feſus, the Fetus bave been 
intirely deſerted, and have no remains of what 
things were of old among them moſt venerable * 
uo 
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no not ſo much as any ſign of à divine preſence. 
For they have no longer any prophets, or miracles 
among them. Of which yet the Chriſtians have 
the footſteps in a good degree; and ſome of them 
very conſiderable alſo. And wwe are among thoſe 
of the faithful who can ſay, We have ſeen 
them ourſelves. \ | 
Pas. 80. 1t is a glorious work of this Jeſus, that, 


to this very day, as many as it pleaſes God are 
cured in his name, 


III. pag. 124. Some there are that, in token of 


their having received ſomewhat that is very won- 
derful by their faith, are known to perform 
cures; when they invocate no other name over 
thoſe that ſtand in need of their help, than the 
God over all; and the name of Feſus : with a 
recital of ſome part of his hiſtory, For we have 
ſeen many freed by this method from the deplora- 
ble ſymptoms they were under, from ſuch diſor- 
ders of their mind, and ſeveral forts of madneſs, 
and ten thouſand other maladies, as neither men, 
nor Demons were able to cure. 

Pas. 133. It bath not been from any cunning im- 
Poſtors, who, out of gratitude to ſome King or 
Governor that injoined them to meet together and 
fo to do, that Feſus hath been vouchſafed the 
honour to be made a God. But the Creator of 
the univerſe himſelf, in conſequence of his won- 
derful power of perſuaſion, hath recommended 
bim, as worthy to be honoured, not only by men 
| of ſober minds, but by Demons, and other in- 
viſible powers: who to this very day, give evi- 
dence of the ſame, either out of the dread they 
are under at the name of Feſus, as of a perſon 
ſuperior to themſelves: or they venerate him as 


a thing agreeable to the laws of their own go- 


wernor, For bad be not been thus exalted by 
the 
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the donation of God, Damons would not have 
given place to the bare mention of his name; and 
have thereupon retired from ſuch as they had 
unjuſtly ſeized upon. | 

VII. pag. 334. F the Pythian oracular woman is 

diſordered, and is not miſtreſs of herſelf, when 
ſhe gives out her prophecies, what fort of ſpirit 
muſt we eſteem it to be, thus ſpreading a darł- 
neſs over her mind, and reaſonings; but ſuch an 
one as that kind of beings which we call Demons ? 
which not a few Chriſtians drive away from 
thoſe that are afflitted by them ;, and that with- 
out any curious, or magick enchantments what- 
ever: and indeed by nothing elſe but prayer, 
and ſome very plain adjurations: ſuch as the 
moſt ſimple perſon may make uſe of. For gene- 
rally they are no other than the unlearned that 
perform ſuch operations: the grace of Chriſt 
thereby demonſtrating the power of his word, 
and the contemptible weakneſs of ſuch Demons, 
while there is no occaſion here for a wiſe man, 
and one that is powerful in rational demonſtra- 
tions concerning the faith, in order to make theſe 
Demons ſubmit and retire out of the ſoul and 
body of man. 

Pad. 337. Thoſe that are ſtrangers to our faith, 
Bave done nothing like to the [ Fewiſh] prophets. 
Nor have we any account that, of late, and 
fince the advent of Jeſus, any perſons among the 
Fews have been Prophets. For it is confeſs d 
on all bands, that the Holy Spirit hath deſerted 
them, ſince they have been guilty of impiety a- 
gainſt God, and againſt him whom their Pro- 
phets foretold. Now in the beginning of the do- 

xine of Feſus, there were afforded demonſtra- 

lions of the preſence of the Holy Spirit: and 
mare after bis aſcenſion; and after that again 
fewer, 


LA 
fewer. Moreover there are ſtill footſteps there- 
of at this day among a few, who have their 
ſouls purified by the word, and by actions ac- 
cording 40 it. | 
Pac. 376. We are ſo far from worſhipping De- 
mons, that we drive them away with our prayers, 
and with the learning we get out of the ſacred 

writings, from the ſouls of men; and from the 
places wherein they bave taken up their reſi- 
' dence: nay ſometimes from the brute animals 
themſelves: for the Demons do often exert ſome 
f their power to the miſchieving of thoſe crea- 
tures, See pag. 8. prius. 
Minucius Felix Octavius, Cap. 27. Theſe impure 
ſpirits and Demons, as hath been ſhewn by the 
Magi, by the philoſophers, and by Plato, hide 
themſelves under your conſecrated ſtatues and ima- 

es; and by their afflatus gain the authority, as 
F the deity itſelf were preſent; while the Vates 
are inſpired by them ;, while they continue long in 
the temples; while they ſometimes animate the fi- 
bres of the entrails; govern the flight of the birds, 
guide the lots, make oracles, but ſuch as contain 
many falſeboods involved in them, For they are 
both deceived themſelves, and deceive others : as 
not knowing the ſincere truth of things : and 
when they do know it, they will not confeſs it: 
ibo this be to their own perdition. Thus do they 
bend downwards from heaven, and call men away 
from the true God, to the material world ; they 
diſturb human life, and diſorder mens ſleep; 
and inſinuating themſelves ſecretly into mens bodies, 
in the nature of ſubtle ſpirits, they form diſtem- 
pers, they terrify the minds, they diſtort the mem- 
bers : in order to compel men to worſhip them. 
Mus are they fatted up by the ſteams ariſing 
from their altars, or from the ſacrifices of their 

F animals, 


— 


11 
animals, *till they relax what they bad bound 
| before, and ſo ſeem to be the authors of cures 
't to men. Of this ſort alſo are thoſe mad mon, 
1 whom you may ſee running out into publick places, 
i like Vates themſelves ; though without a temple, 
| Theſe are in ſuch a wild rage, they make ſuch 
tt | horrid noiſes, and ſo whirl themſelves about, that 
it may be perceived the inſtigation of the Demon 
i is equal in both caſes; but the nature of this rage 
19 is different from the former. The greateſt part 
4 of heathens know that theſe beings confeſs them- 
ſelves Dæmons; and this as often as they are 
driven away from the bodies of men, by the tor- 
M ment of our words, and the fire of our diſcourſe, 
bi Saturn, and Serapis, and Fupiter, and all the 
Demons you worſhip, when they are ſubdue by 
if pain, ſpeak out what they are: nor do they 
| falſify here; though it be certainly to their great 
| diſhonour even while ſome of your own ſelves 
[ | are preſent, Give credit to theſe,. as to wit- 
11 neſſes, when they confeſs the truth concerning 

; 
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themſelves, and own that they are Demons. For | 
when they are adjured by the true, the only God, 
| they per force, and after a miſerable manner, are 
| horribly affrighted at it : and either depart by a 
| ſudden motion immediately, or vaniſh- away by 
degrees, according as the. faith of the patient is 
aſſiſting, or as the grace of bim that performs 
the cure is conſpiring. [A good deal of this in 
Minucius Felix is made uſe of by Cyprian, 
ſoon after his time; and that almoſt verbatim, 
as we ſhall fee immediately. . 
Cyp. ad Donat. pag. 3. By-the Spirit of God we 
are enabled to compel the unclean ſpirits, that 
wander about and immerſe themſelves in men, to 
overcome them; and by threatnings, and rebukes 
to force them to confeſs what they are; and by 
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Hanſb ſtripes to preſi tbem to be gone; to augment 
their puniſhment more and more, *till they be 
obliged to ſtruggle, to lament, and to groan; to 

beat them with ſtripes, and burn them with 
fre. What we do, operates inviſiblyz the effect 
of what we do in an occult manner is however 
till a manifeſt puniſhment to them. 


De Idol. Vanit. pag. 10. Theſe are the ſpirits that 


hide themſelves under thoſe your conſecrated ta- 
tues and images: theſe are they that by their 
enthufiaſm inſpire the breaſts of the Vales; that 
animate the fibres of the entrails; that govern 
the flight of the bird: that guide the lots; that 
make the oracles, and ever involve what is falſe 
with what is true. \ For they are both deceived 
themſelves, and Ane ot bers; they diſturb the 
" life of man, and diſorder their 550 they 
alſo creep into the bodies of inen ſecretly, and 
terrify their minds; diſtort their members, 
break their health, and inflame their diſeaſes , 
| that they may compel men to worfhip: them : that 
_ when they are fatted up by the fteams ariſing 
from their altars, and the Ares made for the 
burning the animals that are offered, they may 
afterward looſe what they had bond themſelves ; 
and thereby appear ts have performed a cure. 
This is their medicine for cure when" they leave off 
zo do-miſchief. Nor is their zeal direfed to any 
other end, than to divert men from God, and 10 
call men off the underſtanding of the true religi- 
on, to their own ſuperſtition: and while they are 
under puniſhment themſelves, to ſeek out for ſuch 
as may. be their companions therein; by making 
them partners in their error, and ſo criminal to- 
gether with them. Yet when wwe adiure theſe De- 
mons by the true God; they preſently. give way, 
| and confeſs what they are; ah are 3 to 
F 2 depark 


1 44 J. 
' | depart out of the bodies, which they poſſeſFd. 
1 Thou mayſt ſee them at our words, and by the 
1 power of that majeſty which is concealed, lo be 

| beaten with ſtripes; burnt with fire; to have 
if | their puniſhment extended; to lament, and to 
bf groan; and to beg for mercy; nay to confeſs, even 
in the hearing of thoſe that worſhip them, whence 
1 they come, and when they go away. They do al- 
1 | fo depart either by a ſudden motion immediately; 


or vaniſh away by degrees : according as the faith 
of the patient is aſſi ſting, or as the grace of him 
that performs the cure is conſpiring. 3 
| 1% Ad D=metrian. pag, 133. O that thou Demetrian, 4 
14 wouldeſt but ſee them, and hear them thyſelf, 
41 | when they are by us adjured and tortured with 
1. | ſpiritual ſtripes ; and by the torments of our words 

HY are caſt out of thoſe bodies that they poſſeſs : when 
N they lament, and groan with a human voice; 


| | | and feel divine rods, and laſhes , and confeſs a fu- 
TH ture Judgment. Come to us, and ſo know thy- 
if | | | ſelf that wks we ſayis true. And ſince thou ſayſt, 
; that thou doſt thus worſhip the Gods, do but give 
| credit to thoſe whom thou wor ſbippeſt. Or if thou 
hadſt rather believe thyſelf, he who now poſſeſſes 
thy breaſt, and now darkens thy mind with the 
night of ignorance, ſhall ſpeak concerning thyſelf, 
and in thine own hearing. Thou ſhalt ſee us-pc- 
tilioned by thoſe, to whom thou offereſt thy petitions: 
and ſee thoſe beings which thou adoreſt, ſtanding as 
priſoners under our hand; and thoſe On as 
captives, whom thou admiref and worſhippeſt as 
thy Lords, . Certainly this will be ſufficient to 
| 3 thee. aſhamed of thy. errors ; when thou 
Halt ſee, and hear thine. own Gods declaring pre- | 
Fully what they are, upon our interrogation of | 
- them : and notable to conceal thoſe their magical | 
pricks and deluſions in thine own preſence, 
Epiſt. 
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[ 45] 
Epiſt. 69. pag. 298, 299. If any one be concerned 
' that ſome of thoſe that were baptized in their 
ſickneſs [the Clinicks] have ſtill been tempted 
with unclean ſpirits ;, let ſuch an one know, that 
. the wickedneſs of the Devil is ſo pertinacious, as 
to continue of force "till men are baptized : but 
that it loſes all the poiſon of its wickedneſs in bap- 
tiſm. Which thing is alſo exemplified at 
this day: when the Devil is chaſtiſed by the exor- 
ciſts with the words of a man, but by the pow- 
er of God, and is burnt, and tortured, and 
when he ſays often that he is going out, and ſet- 
ting the men of God at liberty, yet does be de- 
cerve us in what he ſays, and does juſt as did 
Pharaoh formerly; and .uſes himſelf to the ſame 
obſtinacy, and fraud in his lies that be uſed. 
May, laſtly, we experience this to be ſo in fact, 
that when perſons, in caſes of urgent neceſſity, 
have been baptized, and obtained grace in their 
ſickneſs; they have been freed from the unclean 
ſpirits, by which they were poſſeſs'd before; and 
do live with commendation and reputation in the 
church: and grow more and more daily in the 
increaſe of heavenly grace, and in their improve- 
ment in the faith; while, on the other ſide, ſome 
of thoſe that had been baptized in their health, 
when they began to ſin again, the unclean ſpirit 
bath returned, and diſturbed them afreſh, $9 
that it is plain, the Devil is excluded in baptiſm 
by the faith of the believer; but returns again up- 
on the failure of his faith afterward. 


; to 8 Epilt. 75. pag. 323. The Hiſtory of a wicked, he- 
thou | retical, and Demoniacal woman, that preached 
pre- and adminiſtred Baptiſm and the Euchariſt in pro- 
a of Pier and notable forms of words; but was proved 
rical | to be inſpired with a very wicked ſpirit, by a 


Catholick Exorciſt; at large. 
88 LAcrANr. 
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LAcrAxr. II. 14. "Ther are two forts of De- 
mons; the one celeffial, the other terreſtrial : 
Theſe latter are unclean ſpirits, the authors of 
the ill things that are done ; and whoſe prince is 
the Devil. Whence it is that Triſmegiſtus terms 
him, the Demonarch ¶ Prince of Bæmons.] Now 
the grammarians ſay, that Demons are ſo called 
[ quaſi Aaymarss ] from their being ſkilful and 
knowing beings : whom they alſo look upon as 
Gods. They do indeed know many futurities, 
but not all; becauſe they are not able to know 
the intire counſel of God. For which reafon they 
are wont to deliver their oracles for future e- 
vents after an ambiguous manner, The Poets 
acknowledge theſe beings, and ſpeak of ew. 
Heſiod fays thus : 


Theſe are Demons, belonging to the counſels of 
the great God. 

Good beings upon the earth, and the guardians 
of mortal men, 


Which is therefore ſaid, becauſe God Cat fr felt be- 
fore the fall of the Angels] ſent _ to be the 
guardians of human kind : while yet they are, 
in reality, the deſtroyers of men, 15 the ſame 
time that they would appear to be their guardi- 
ans: that they may be themſelves worſhipped, 
and God himſelf may not be worſhipped. The 
Philoſophers have alſo ſpoken of theſe beings : 
For Plato, in his Sympoſium, endeavours to give 
an account of their nature. Socrates alſo ſaid, 
That he had a Demon attending upon him, which 
had adhered to him from his childhood : that by 
bis determination and direction, his own life might 
be conducted. The intire art of the Magicians 
alſo, as well as their Power, depends on the in- 
ſpirations of * beings : while upon the invoca- 
tions 


1471 
tions made to tbem, they delnde the eyes of men 
with, juggling tricks; which ſo far blind them, 
that they do not ſee what is real, but think they 
ſee what is not real, As I ſaid, theſe are pol- | 
luted and undone ſpirits, that wander over all 1 
tbe earth, and endeavour to gain ſome ſolace to 
. their own deſtruftion, by deſtroying men. Ac- 
cordingly they fill all places with ſnares, frauds, 
deli ions, and errors; they attend upon every 
man, and go to every one of their houſes, door by 
door; take upon themſelves . the name of 
Genii: for we interpret the Greek word Dæ- 
mons, by the Latin word Genii, Theſe Damons 
do men conſecrate [or place] in their ſecret cham- 
bers: to theſe Demons do they bow down every 
day; and worſhip them, knowing them io be 
ſuch; as beings that drive away thoſe misfor- 
tunes they bring upon themſelves. And becauſe 
they are ſpirits of a ſubtle nature, and unconſined, 
_ they inſinuate themſelves into the bodies of men; 
and hiding themſelves [or operating] ſecretly in 
their inward parts, they ſpoil men's health ; they 
cauſe diſtempers ; they terrify their minds in 
dreams; they diſorder their ſouls with madneſs ; 
that they may compel men to have recourſe to 
their aſſiſtances, 

Cap. 15. The occaſion of all theſe fallacious pra- 
Gices is not known by thoſe that are unacquainted 
with the truth. For they ſuppoſe theſe beings then 
to do them kindneſſes, when they only ceaſe to 
Hurt them, who indeed can do nothing, but hurt. 
Perhaps ſomebody may ſay, that if it be in their 
Power to hurt, they are to be worſhipped that 
they may not hurt. Now *tis true they do hurt 
to men : but then it is to thoſe by whom they are 
feared; whom the powerful and exalled hand 


of Cod does not protect; who are profane, and 
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eſtranged from the myſtery of C briſtian truth, 
But they are afraid of righteous men, i. e. 


the worſhipers of Cod; by whoſe name, ben 


| they are adjured, they depart out of the bodies o 7 


men : by whoſe words, when they are chaſtiſe 
as by ſtripes, they not only confeſs themſelves to be 


' Demons, but alſo declare their own names, 


which they are worſhipped in the temples *” and 
do this uſually before their own wor ſhipers, and 


| that not to the reproach of religion, but of their 


own honour : becauſe they are not able to lie to 
that God, by whom they are adjured z nor to thoſe 
righteous men, by Whoſe words they are tortured. 


And therefore it is that they then . nm make 
à moſt horrible noiſe; and loud 7 tell us, that 
1 


they are beaten with ſtripes, and burnt, and are 


guſt then going out 177 bb. bodies they poſſeſſed.] 


Such power has the knowledge of God and righ- 
teouſneſs! Whom then can they burt, but thoſe 


 wvhom they have under their. power ® To con- 
clude, Hermes affirms, that thoſe that have the 
knowledge of God, are free from the incurſions of 


Demons : as does Aſclepius alſo. And both of 


' them affirm, that Demons are the enemies of 


men, and vex them, whom therefore Triſmeg1- 
ſtus calls Evil Angels: ſo well was be ac- 
' quainted with this, that they had been celeſtial - 
beings, but were depraved, and 4 were become 
terreſtrial. 


Evses. contra H1zrocL. p. 514. Feſus Chriſt 


our Lord, does flill, at this day, demonſtrate the 
virtue of his divine power, by driving away cer- 
tain pernicious and wicked Dæmon; which poſſeſs 
the ſculs and bodies of men: and this by notbing 
elſe, but the uſe of his unſpeakable name; as we 
ourſelves know by experience. 


| Domanite: 


. [49] 
Demonſtr. Evangel. III. p. 132, 133. o is 
© "there that does not know, that it is uſual for us, | 
© by the name of Feſus, and with the pureſt prayers, | 
to drive away every work of Demons ? — Every 
Danon, and every unclean ſpirit trembles at 
the name of Jeſus; as at a thing that puniſhes 
and torments their nature. Theſe alſo depart 
out of men at the power of his name: as they 
did of old, while be lived among mankind : when 
they could not bear his preſence ; but one of them 
cried out, Let us alone: What have we to Matt. viii. 
do with thee, Jeſus, thou Son of Gop ? Art 20. 
thou come to torment us before the time ? 
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OBSERVATIONS from the foregoing 
Texts of Scripture, and Teſtimonies of 
Antiquity, 5 | 


I, H E belief of a real Devil, or Satan, the 
head of all the Dzmons, and Evil An- 
gels; and of the reality of thoſe Dæmons, or 
Evil Angels themſclves, under his dominion, 
and buſy in perverting and ruining mankind, is 
one of the fundamental doctrines of Chriſtianity : 
and none but thoſe that openly profeſſed the 
W ſame, were capable of Baptiſm, or could be ad- 
mitted to the afſemblies of the faithful among 
the primitive Chriſtians, Nor indeed, durſt I 
by any means Baptize a perſon, who did not 
W publickly make ſuch a profeſſion, at this day. 
And it was ſo well known in the days of Her- 
W 7:25, a companion of the Apoſtles, that theſe 


Dzmons were the great tempters of mankind, 
| G and 
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and authors of their vices; that as he called the 


Simil. III. ſeven principal virtues, by the names of ſeven 


Holy Spirits; as derived from the Holy Spirit 
himſelf, or from the ſeven principal Spirits of 


Mandat. II. God, Apoc. I. 4. ſo does he there, and elſe- 


where, call the ſeven principal vices Demons. 
In which he is followed by many other Primi- 
tive Writers; as Cotelerius ſhews in his Note on 
the place laſt cited, p. 85, 


II. The power of caſting out Dæmons, and 
its exerciſe in the Chriſtian Church, by our Sa- 
viour, and his Apoſtles, and ſuch holy Exor- 
ciſts as had that miraculous gift communicated 
to them by our Lord, for three Centuries and 
an half, was one of the moſt publick, notorious, 
and unconteſted kind of miracles that was in 
the Church, Nor, ſo far as I have obſerved, 
did any Heathens, Philoſophers, or others, any 
Fews, or old Hereticks, in the leaſt deny it, 
or doubt about it : excepting the Epicureans a- 
mong the Heathens, and the Sadducees among 
the Jews; who always ſeem to have taken ſuch 
things to be falſe without any farther examina- 
tion. For as to Maximus Tyrius's paſſage, at 
the beginning of his firſt Diſſertation, which 
has been propoſed to the , publick as encou- 
raging ſome rea] doubting and debate about the 
exiſtence, and nature of Dzmons; his purpoſe 
was not, as it ſeems to me, directed to that 
end: but to ſhew, that if any, in the way of 
Acagemick Diſputaticn only, ſhould go ſo far 
from the conſtant belief of all men, as to call 
ſuch things as Demons into queſtion, becauſe 
they are not viſible; he could be content to 
tolerate ſuch a one: though he would hardly ſo 
much as /olerate any ſuch diſputation as to God 

g himſelf, 


1511 

himſelf, tho? he be inviſible alſo. He does himſelf 

rightly allow the exiſtence of Dzmons, declares pag. 15. 
them rightly to be very numerous ; and rightly 

aſſigris the air for their habitation : though with 

the reſt of the Heathens he looked upon them 

as good beings, and related to God himſelf ; 
wherein was the only difference between the 
Heathens and Chriſtians. as to this matter, 


III. There is no room in the preſent interval, 
or the firſt three Centuries and an halt, for any 
ſuſpicion of that knavery of the Clergy which is 
called Prieftcraft, which has been ſince ſo very 
common and fatal under Popery and Antichri- 
ſtianiſm. Such wicked practices of forgery and 
impoſition were not yet crept among thoſe that 
profeſſed themſelves to be Catholick Chriſtians ; 
but were confined among the Old Hereticks, the 
followers of Simon Magus, I mean, during this 
happy interval of pure and primitive Chriſtiani- 
ty only. See Athanafian Forgeries throughout; 
eſpecially p. 104. a Pamphlet hitherto wholly un- 
anſwered ; and, for certain, abſolutely unanſwer- 
able. Beſides, we may take notice, in one of 
the foregoing accounts of Origen's, that The ,,,. 40. 
« original -Exorciſts were generally no other priùs. 
*« than the unlearned; and that thereby the 
«« grace of Chriſt did demonſtrate the power of 
„ his word, and the contemptible weakneſs of 
„ ſuch Dæmons: while there was no occaſion 
here for a wiſe man, or one that is powerful 
in rational demonſtrations concerning the faith 
[ſuch as Biſhops, Prieſts, and Deacons were 
then required to be] in order to make theſe 
„ Dzmons ſubmit, and retire out of the ſoul and 
© body of man.“ And this ſeems alſo to me 
to be intimated in that familiar expreſſion of the 

G 2 ori- 
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original Exorciſm, or prayer for the Energumens 

pag. 21, in the Apoſiolical Conſtitutions ; but taken out of 
prius. the Book of Job; which ſays, Our Lord hath 
delivered the Serpent [or Devil] bound to 

„ Chriſtians; as a ſparrow to children.” As 

it is alſo, in a manner, directly ſuppoſed in that 

Law or Canon of the Apoſtles already ſet down, 

pag. 22, that An Exorciſt is not to be ordained : But 
pris. jf there be occaſion for him, he muſt be or- 
« dained either a Biſhop, a Preſbyter, or a 

«© Deacon.” Which Canon is confirmed by 

ibid. Jpnatius's ſalutation above recited z wherein the 
Exorciſts ſtand as diſtin&t from all, and inferior 

to all Preſbyters, Deacons, and even Subdeacons 

alſo. Nor indeed do I remember, that, after 

the days of the Apoſtles themſelves, any one of 

the ſacred order pretended to this particular 

power of caſting out Dæmons; excepting Sotas 

Euſeb. of Arichiatum (whether Biſhop or Preſbyter is 
Hitt. Eccl. not certainly known) in the affair of the Mon- 
v. 19. taniſt enthuſiaſm : who, however, was hindered 
from exerciſing that office by the favourers of 

thoſe people. Yet could Preſbyters (though 

Jam. v. perhaps not Biſhops) in the days of St. James, 
14, 15- pray over the ſick, and anoint them with the holy 
oil, and recover them from their ſickneſs : which 
Unction was never, that I find, made uſe of 

in the cure of Dæmoniacks, as I have alrea- 

dy noted. And in the Ordination of a Pre- 

viii. 16. ſbyter in the Conſtitutions, the Apoſtles order this 
., Petition to be put up for him, that He may 

148. Prius: oc be repleniſhed with the gifts of Healing: 
C. 5. 18. while in the Ordinations of either a Biſhop, or a 
Deacon, no ſuch petition is appointed to be 
put up. Nor indeed do I find, that any of the 
governors of the Jewiſb Church pretended to 

this power of caſting out Dzmons before, They 

5 Were 
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were the children of the Phariſees, not the Pha- 
riſees themſelves, who are ſaid by our Saviour Matt. xii. 
to caſt out Dæmons in his days: as they were *7- 
alſo afterward no other than vagabond Jews, Acts xix. 
and the ſons of one Sceva a Jew, and chief of the 13, 14. 
prieſts, that were the profeſſed exorciſts, and took | 
upon them to call over them that had evil ſpirits, 

_ the name of the Lord Jeſus; and to adjure them 
by Feſus, whom Paul preached. This was the 
original rule and cuſtom : and thus did our Sa- 
viour communicate this his gift to the meaner 
Chriſtians, and uſually, at leaſt, excluſive of 
the Clergy *cill the unhappy Council of Lao- 
dicea, about A. D. 364. ordained in their 
XW Canon, that None ſhould be Exorciſts, 
ce till they had been promoted to that office 
« by the Biſhop.” Which is in ſome meaſure 
imitated by our own Church at this day : where 
that office is ſuppoſed peculiar to the Clergy 3 
and it is declared not lawful for any ſuch 
miniſters to attempt the cure of Dæmoniacal 
Poſſeſſions or Obſeſſions, 'till they have the Bi- 
ſhop's licence for ſo doing: as it is in our 
LXXII' Canon. After which appropriation of 
this power to the Clergy, few or none of ſuch 
Clergymen, and indeed few others alſo, were 
able to caſt out Demons any longer. After 
which alſo the old Chriſtian Exorciſin, or prayer 

for the Energumens in the Church, and their diſ- 
miſſion before the Euchariſt, ſoon began to be 

omitted, as ufeleſs, and to no purpoſe : though 
the Church of Rome hath ſtill ſuch an Eccleſia- 
ſtical officer, as an Exorciſt, ordained for this 
very purpoſe, even to this very day: although 
this divine power of ejecting Demons hath been 
at an end for above 1300 years; as will appear 
preſently, So fatal a deluſion is it for modern 
Churches, when they have loſt the ſpirit and 
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life of their old Chriſtian Religion, to pretend 
either to infallibility z or at leaſt to a peculiar 
regard to primitive Chriſtianity : while they ſtill 
perſevere in the groſſeſt later errors and cor- 
ruptions of Antichriſt ; without ever once ven- 
turing a re-examination, and review of their 
preſent ſettlements, in order to a real, and 
through Reformation! How long, Lord, Ho- 
ly and True, ſhall theſe Antichriſtian Corrup- 
tions be ſuffered to diſhonour and pollute the 
Holy Religion of thy Son Feſus ? 


IV. This power of ejecting Dæmons was ſo 
well known, and evident, in the firſt ages, a- 
mong the Chriſtians, that the Heathen had no 
other way of avoiding its force, on behalf of 
Chriſtianity, but by pretending, that there had 
been ſome Heathens, who had been able to per- 
form ſome ſuch cures alſo; and this by prayers 
to thoſe Dæmons themſelves, whom they look- 
ed upon as their Gods. This the Chriſtians did 
not wholly deny : but ſtill replied, very juſtly, 


that if any ſuch thing had been ſometimes done, 


it was nothing more than by a ſort of combina- 
tion; and effected only by ſuch Dæmons leav- 
ing off to inflict thoſe diſeaſes, which they had 
cauſed themſelves before; in order to delude 
their votaries, and to induce them to worſhip 
themfelves more zealouſly than before: as being 
not only in general their Gods, but then parti- 
cularly their great benefactors alſo: while the 
Chriſtians did all in direct oppoſition to ſuch 


Idolatry, and Dzmonolatry ; and acted entirely 


againſt the inclinations of thoſe Dæmons, and a- 
gainſt their head and principal the Devil him- 
ſelf.” They could bring very great pains upon 


| thoſe Dzmons, when they did not readily de- 
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part from the perſons poſſeſſed by them; and 
could exclude them from returning again; could 
force them to acknowledge themſelves to be 
evil Dæmons: and all this, by the Invocation, 
not of themſelves, but of the One True God, 
and of Jeſus Chriſt his ſon; the utter enemies 
of all Idolatry and Dzmonolatry whatſoever. 
See the like reaſonings of our Lord himſelf, in 
2 like caſe, as it has been already ſet down from 
the Goſpel Hiſtory, 


V. It is every where plain in the New Te- 
ſtament and all antiquity, that the ſymptoms 
of theſe Dzmoniacal diſtempers were very dif- 
ferent from the ſymptoms of other diſeaſes ; 
and ever included wild, raving, irregular agi- 
tations of the body ; unnatural diſtortions of 
the limbs; or diſmal melancholy of mind: and 
came upon the unhappy patients by terrible 
fits, or paroxiſms; to the amazement of the 


ſpectators, and the horrible affliction of the 


poſſeſſed; and included the ſoreſt lunacy and 
madneſs in the world: inſomuch that I could 
never find any doubt ariſing of old, whether 
one of the afflicted was ſubject to Dæmons, or 
not. Accordingly the Sacred and Primitive 
Writers, even St. Luke himſelf, the beloved 
Phyſician, do conſtantly diſtinguiſh between 
thoſe diſtempers that aroſe from Dæmoniacal 
Poſſeſſions, and thoſe that might ariſe from o- 
ther cauſes : as they exactly diſtinguiſh the ſame 
in the hiſtories of their Cures alſo. See Matt. iv. 
29, 26. viii. 16. X. 1,8. Mar. 1. 32, 34. vi. 
77.13. XV, 17. Tuk. iv. 40, 41. vi. 17, 18. 
vü. 21, 22. 1X. 1, 2. Xill. 32. Act. v. 16. viii. 
7. XiX. 12. Job. v. 3, 4. with many of the 
ioregoing paſſages of Antiquity. And ou 

the 


Joh. x, 20. Our Saviour, ſay, He bath a Dæmon, and is mad; 


pag. 20, 


21, prius. 


going Texts and Teſtimonies, that the manner 


ther, that in ſome extraordinary caſes of poſ- 


36 


the worſer ſort of Fews, in their rage againſt 


they ſufficiently intimate their opinion, that Dæ- 
moniacks were Madmen. Though at the ſame 
time the reply of the better ſort, Can a Demon 
open the eyes of the blind? ſhews the like opinion 
of the Jes, that theſe Dæmons could work no 
real miracles at all, In both which opinions 
the New Teſtament, and all Chriſtian Antiquity 

agree with them, | 


VI. It may eaſily be obſerved, from the fore- 


of caſting out Demons in the firſt ages was 
nearly this: The Exorciſt firſt read ſome parts 
of the Goſpel Hiſtory ; probably of ſome of 
Chriſt's miraculous cures in caſting out Dæ- 
mons, ſuch as was molt pertinent to the preſent 
occaſion; with prayer to God; perhaps re- 
ſembling that put up then in the Church for 
the Energumens already ſet down; -and with 
the impoſition of the Exorciſt's hands: toge- 
ther with a ſolemn adjuration of the Demons, 
by the name of Jeſus Chriſt, who was crucified 
under Pontius Pilate, &c, to depart out of the 

rſon afflicted, and to return no more after- 
wards. And all this without any fort of ma- 
gical arts, or ceremonies whatſoever : nay, or 
even Holy Oil itſelf, which was uſed in the 
cure of other diſeaſes; as I haye more than once 
remarked already. 


VII. It may alſo be juſtly taken notice of far- 


ſeſſions, when the Dæmon or Dæmons had feized 
upon all rhe faculties of ſoul and body, and. 
that for a long time alſo, and was after a ſort 

| | incor- 
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incorporated with them; as well as in the ſtill 
more extraordinary caſe of raiſing the dead: 
(which two are juſtly to be eſteemed among the 
greateſt of miracles :) faſting, and that ſome- 
times for a conſiderable time together, was to 
be joined to the other ſacred exerciſes, in order 


to ſucceed : as our Saviour aſſures us in the for- pag. 12. 
mer, and Irenæus in the latter example. And prius. 
we may withal conſider this paſſage in Irenens, ibid. 


as the beſt comment on that of our Savicur now 
extant, and ſuch as renders any other modern 
gueſſes and criticiſms wholly unneceſſary, 


VIII. Whether the number of perſons poſ- 
ſeſſed with Dzmons was greater in Judæa than 
in other countries, eſpecially during the time of 
our Saviour's reſidence on earth, I cannot di- 
rectly ſay. Tis certain that a vaſt number of 
Dæmoniacks did at that time apply themſelves 
to him for cure; and it does not appear, that 
he ſent any of them away without a cure. And 
when ſo unuſual an happineſs was vouchſafed this 
country, at this time, that fuch a divine Phyſi- 
clan appeared, who, inſtead of the uncertainty 
of their former long courſes of phyſick, could, 
with his bare word, certainly, and immediately 
caſt our thoſe Dæmons which cauſed them ſo 
much trouble, ſuch miſerable lunacy, and mad- 
neſs; and could cure the unhappy patients at 
once; and this without the danger of the return 
of ſuch melancholy ſymptoms any more; *tis 
no great wonder that ſuch Dæmoniacks, in un- 
common numbers, came to him from all parts 
of Fudæa, without much concern with their ordi- 
nary phyſicians. Nor would the cafe be much 
otherwiſe during the entire three Centuries and 
an half, in which we have ſeen this ſupernatural 
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power continued in the Church: even without 
the ſuppoſal that the Dæmoniacks were then in 
reality more numerous than at other times, be- 
fore and ſince; for which, indeed, I know no 
certain authority, Nay, when St. Paul had 
Act. xix. preached at Epheſus, two years, till all the pro- 
10, 11, 12. conſular Afia, which joined to Epheſus, had 
heard the Word, and ſeen St. Paul's wonderful 
miracles, about 24 years after our Lord's aſcen- 
ſion, and vaſt numbers were converted, and their 
diſtempers were healed, and their Dæmons caſt out 
by him; Thoſe 50000 pieces of ſilver [perhaps ſhe- 
kels, or half-crowns = 62507.] which the books 
ver. 19. of curious, or magical arts and performances, all 
derived from theſe Dzmons, were valued at; 
imply the offenders, and their Dæmons to have 
been vaſtly numerous in that time and place. 
However, if it were otherwiſe, and they were 
moſt numerous in the days of our Saviour, I 
ſhould incline to think it a conſequence of the 
late excluſion of thoſe wicked ſpirits from their 
wonted temples, and the ceaſing of moſt of the 
Heathen Oracles about the time of our Savi- 
our's coming into the world: as Plutarch's 
known diſcourſe upon that ſubject fully ſecures 
us the fact really was, When very wicked men, 
or very wicked Dzmons, are hindered, by Pro- 
vidence, from acting wickedly one way; *tis 
perfectly natural to ſuppoſe, that they will act 
wickedly another: 'till they be hindered there 
alfo. But if we recolle& the number of enthu- 
ſiaſts, and mad men, and falſe prophets, and 
augurs, and magicians, &c. under Heatheniſm, 
before the coming of Chriſt ; together with the 
number of the like mad men, and magicians, 
and wild enthuſiaſts, and hereticks, that follow- 
ed Simon Magus; as alſo the number of direct 
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agitations, poſſeſſions, and ſtrange operations; of 
pretended predictions, and miracles, among the 
Montaniſts, and other later hereticks, and wild 
deluded people in all ages; and even in our 
own age, but all under Antichriſtianiſm; to be 
moſt naturally derived from ſuch inviſible and 
wicked agents; we ſhall have reaſon to doubt 
whether the numbers before this wonderful power 
came, and after it was taken away, were not 
much the ſame, as during its continuance. 

As for the exact duration of this divine power 
of caſting out Dæmons; and when the Chriſtian 
Church was firſt deprived of it; give me leave 
to tranſcribe here that Account which I gave 
the world of it nine years ago, in the /econd part 
of my Authentick Records, pag. 939 — 948, in 
the nature of a IX Obſervation, | 


* 


IX. The exact time when Miraculous Gifts ceaſed 
in the Church. 


It will be fit to obſerve in this place, how 
long the really divine and miraculous power of 
exorciſing Dæmons, or of caſting them out of 
the bodies of men, by prayer and faſting, and 
impoſition of hands, without any magical o- 
perations, continued in the church; and that 
from a famous example contained in the conſo- 
latory Epiſtle of Chry/o/tom, written to his in- 
timate friend Stapirivs, about A. D. [380] 383, 
or 384. This Monk had entered into a mona- 
ſtery, though directly againſt the will of his fa- 
ther; and behaved himſelf very devoutly there: 
[after this affliction, though not ſo well before : ] 
but was at laſt ſubject, and that for a great 
While, to the miſerable and tyrannical power of 
a Dæmon: when indeed he ſeems, by fits, to 
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then never to have concerned themſelves in ſuch 
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have been tormented in as ſevere a manner as 
were the Dæmoniacks mentioned in the New 
Teſtament. Upon which he did not apply 
himſelf to the phyſicians; who indeed ſeem 


caſes at all; but to certain holy exorciſts, with 
whom he was long and often at the dormitories 
or tombs of the martyrs, for relief: which re- 
lief they had 'till then never failed to afford 
other Dæmoniacks, whom they undertook to 
exorciſe. But now, as Chryſoſtom informs us, 
they intirely failed in their exorciſms; and went 
away greatly aſhamed and confounded at this their 
firſt unexpected diſappointment, This Epiſtle Rl 
is very large, and curious; and contains three 
Books, which are ſtyled his Books Of Provi- 
dence. All which, eſpecially the firſt, are well 
worth the peruſal of the inquiſitive upon this 
occaſion. Op. Edit. Frontoduc. Vol. IV. pag. 
157 —-- 256, [Of the New Benedictine Edition, 
Vol. I. pag. 133 —227.] Whence we learn, 
that not only theſe ſupernatural powers conti- 
nued *till after the middle of the fourth century ; 
but we learn alſo at what time of that century 
exactly they left the church; i. e. juſt [at, or after] 
about the ſecond General Council, that of Con- 
ſtantinople. We find in the New Teſtament 
theſe miraculous powers expreſly promiſed to 
the Church: Theſe ſigns, ſays our Lord to his 
Apoſtles, after his reſurrection, hall follow them 
that believe by your preaching: In my name 
they ſhall caſt out Demons ; they ſhall take up. ſer- 
pents ;, and, if they drink any deadly thing, it ſhall i 
not hurt them : they ſhall lay hands on the ſict, and 
they ſhall recover. And that this promiſe was 
compleatly made good during three centuries 
and an half, both the Acts and Epiſtles of the 
| : Apoſtles, Y : 
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Apoſtles, with the other genuine remains of the 


moſt primitive antiquity [already produced] do 
abundantly teſtify, Nay, we learn more parti- 
cularly from the two laſt of thoſe writers, La- 
Hantius and Euſebius, that the very ſame mira- 
culous powers obtained in the former part of the 


fourth Century: and, from Euſebius, that they 


obtained even ſome time after the Council of 
Nice itſelf alſo. Yet do we moſt authentickly 
know from Chry/o/tom's Book Of the Prieſthood, 


and theſe his Books Of Providence, written all 


about A. D. [380] 383, or 384. that they 


ceaſed juſt at or after [about] the Council of 
Conſtantinople. As for the other miraculous. 


gifts, Chry/oſtom plainly intimates, in his fourth 
Book Of the Prieſthood, that no footſteps of thoſe 
divine powers then remained: and that Paul's 
handkerchiefs could once do greater miracles, than 
all the Chriſtians of his age, with ten thouſand 
prayers and tears, could do, While we have 
ſeen from his Books Of Providence, that about 
the very ſame time, the power of caſting out 
Dzmons was ſo ſoon, ſo ſuddenly gone, that 
thoſe holy Exorciſts, who had never failed be- 
fore, now firſt failed in the inſtance of Stagirius 
to their unexpected ſhame and confuſion, Nor 
do I know of any later inſtance of theſe powers 


obtaining; I mean as done by impoſition of 


hands, by prayer, and faſting, (without any 
magical operations; ) which had been all along 
'till now the ancient practice of Chri/tian3 upon 
ſuch occaſions, | 


N. B. *Tis no great wonder that theſe an- 
cient, divine, and chriſtian powers, were 
now withdrawn from the Church, ſince the 


Devil had lately ſet up like wicked powers 


in 
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in their ſtead 3 which the Church ſoon and 
ſuddenly came to make uſe of; I mean 
the powers of working miracles, and cures, 
and of caſting out Dzmons by the viſions 
of Monks; by the invocation of Saints, 
and. eſpecially of the Virgin Mary ; by the 
ſign of the Croſs; and by the relicks, the 
bones, and aſhes of the Martyrs: which 
I take to have been in the way of conjura- 
tion, directly Dæmoniacal, and Antichri- 
ſtian. For Anthony the Monk had now 
| many years been fighting with, and caſt- 
0 ing out Dæmons, and curing diſeaſes in 
. | the Egyptian deſerts: as Athanaſius ſhews 
* us in his Life. The bones alſo of Babylas, 
the Martyr, had twenty years ago —— 
| working ſuch wonders and cures at An- 
. Mede op. ĩioch; which our great Mr. Mede affirms 
1 Lib. III. to be the firſt example he can certainly 
| _ 4 1 trace of ſuch ſort of operations, as exer- 
He ciſed at the tombs of the Martyrs, and 
exerciſed by their relicks. But what a 
perfection and eftabliſhment they were ar- 
rived at, juſt after this Council of Conſtan- 
Ep. 27- tinople, we throughly learn from Jerom's 
Epiſtle to Euſtochium, about the Epitaph 
of Paula her mother; concerning the 
ſtrange effects of ſuch relicks, when ſhe 
came firſt to Judæa, A. D. 384. and en- 
tred the ſepulchres there: as alſo from his 
Ep. 53. two Epiſtles againſt Vigilantius; including 
his own, and others experience of thoſe et- 
fects: which the wiſer and better Eunoimius 
is known to have then taken notice of, as 
5 Adcluſions of Demons in the like places, 
5 about the very ſame time, as Jerom him- 

1 {cit there directly intimates to us. 
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/ 


N. B. The intire and ſudden withdrawing of 
theſe miraculous powers from the Chriſtian 
church, juſt at this time, and not before, 
ſeems to me an evident, a remarkable, nay 
a divine indication, that the church was 
now, and not before, become too corrupt, 
and too much Aulichriſtian for the longer 
continuance of ſuch ſupernatural powers a- 
mong them. Eſpecially as it was accom- 
panied with the immediate permiſſion of 
thoſe other ſtrange operations to prevail 
over it; which St. Paul gives us as evident 
tokens of the Antichriſtian ſtate ; when the 
working of Satan was to be with all power, 
and ſigns, and wonders of a lie, Of which, 


ſee Mr. Mede's Apoſtacy of the latter times COND 5 


at large, Op. pag. 767. Sc. And that this 
obſervation of the ceaſing of the truly di- 
vine or miraculous powers, and the ſetting 
up the Dæmoniacal, was about the time of 
the Council of Conſtantinople, and that in 
the Latin, as well as the Greek church, take 
the remarkable teſtimony of Auguſtine: 


who having confeſs'd in his book of true Re- C. 25. 


lizion, written about A. D. 396. that She 
old Chriſtian miracles were then ceaſed; adds 
in his Retractations, that that was true, 
to thoſe old miraculous gifts that were 
common in the days of the Apoſtles: But 
<« that ſtill he had, even at that time, when 
& he wrote that Book, himſelf known that 
%a blind man was cured at Milan, at the 
* bodies of the martyrs. And that there 
were ſo many of this ſort of miracles in 
<< thoſe days of the church, that it was not 
* eaſy to number them.“ Which teſtimony 


15 


0. 13 
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is very remarkable, nd + very full to my 


preſent purpoſe, 


M. B. It will deſerve here to be diſtinct- 
ly conſidered farther, that by the ſame ſteps, 
and during the ſame time, that the Athana- 
ſian doctrine of the Trinity gradually pre- 
vailed among Chriſtians, did the old genu- 
ine miraculous gifts gradually decreaſe, and 

wear off; and the Dæmoniacal deluſions, a- 

bove-· mentioned, did ariſe, and prevail in 
the Church. I have long ago throughly 

/ vindicated the Council of Nice from the im- 

putation of the Athana/ſian Hereſy; and 
have elſewhere obſerv*d, that the body of 
the Church, eſpecially in the Eaſt, kept 
clear of it many years after that Council, 

In correſpondence whereto I have already 
remarked, that the old genuine miraculous 
gifts continued in the church till after 
the ſame Council. However Albanaſius, 
who had been long aſſiſted by Anthony the 
monk, and had long, in vain, tried to in- 

troduce his doctrine, did at length carry 
his point, and that in two Councils at Alex- 
andria A. D. 362 and 363. After which 
tis well known that no general Council met 
till theſe of Conſtantinople, A. D. 381, 382, 
383. (for they had feveral meetings :) which 
did not only firſt throughly eſtabliſh his 
doctrine by eccleſiaſtical authority, but ſo 
far prevailed with the temporal power, as 
to procure from the Emperor Theodoſzus a 
ſevere Edict, both to confirm that doctrine, 
and to forbid the toleration of its oppoſers; 
and even for the puniſhment of ſuch his 1n- 
ferior officers of Juſtice, who ſhould but 

1 connive 
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cohithive at ſuch a toleration. In corre- 
ſpondence whereto we have ſeen that juſt 
at, or after [or about] this council, and | 
not [conſiderably] before, it was, that our ; 
Saviour took away the very laſt of his mi- 
raculous gifts from the Church : which was 
now become, in general, Antichriftian 
and gave it up to ſtrong deluſions, that they 
ſhould believe a lie, the lying frauds and 
wonders of ,poperyz and to Dzmoniacal 
cures and conjurations: which groſſeſt parts 
of this divine judgment are not yet aban- 
_ doned by the groſſeſt part of the Athana/i- | 
ans, I mean the Papiſts, to this very day. | 
In ſhort, while the church of Chriſt was 
properly Chriſtian, and pure, the power of | 
true and divine miracles continued : but as | 
ſoon as ever it became Athanafian, Anti- | 
chriſtian, and Popiſh, thoſe powers all ceas'd | 
immediately: and the Devil tent it his own 
cheating and fatal powers in their ſtead. 
Which undeniable matters of fact highly de- 
ſerve the ſerious reflection of all that call 
themſelves Chriſtians. | 


r / © Dt Cs fe 
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N. B. It is here farther not a little remarka- 
ble, that all the while the Chritians were 
fewer, and under the dominion of their Pa- 
gan enemies, who could eaſily have detect- 
ed any knavery therein; theſe divine and 
miraculous powers were conſtantly appealed 
to by the Chriftians, as undeniably true. 
Nor were they ever, that I have obſerv'd, 
deny?d by theſe Pagans to be ſo. But ſoon 
after the Chriſtian; were become more nu- 
merous, and had gained the Empire on 


their ſide 3 when yet any knavery of theirs 
| mig ht 
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prius. 


166 
might be the more eaſily concralꝰd; they 
did not pretend to thoſe divine powers any 
longer. Which is a moſt evident mark 
that thoſe old miraculous powers they pre- 
tended to were really true, and were indeed 


undeniable by the very Heathens them- 
felves. | 


As therefore that very learned and acute Pre- 
ſbyter Tertullian [as well as that excellent Bt- 
ſhop Cyprian] did of old ſolemnly appeal, and 
that before the Heathens themfelves, to the pub- 
lick trial of one of thoſe miraculous powers, 
that of ejecting Demons by Chriſtians out of the 
bodies of men; and that trial to be made before 
their own tribunals alſo; as an undeniable de- 
monſtration of the truth of the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion, againſt thoſe Heathens: ſo do J alſo here- 
by openly and ſolemnly appeal, and that before 
our modern Unbelievers, to the known prediction 
of our Saviour, already ſet down, for the commu- 


nication of ſeveral of theſe miraculous powers to 


his Church; and to all the records any way be- 


longing to the four firſt Centuries, for their real 


exerciſe, and continuance, for no leſs than 350 
years together, after that prediction was given; 
and that as its direct completion; and as a like 
undeniable demonſtration of the truth of the 


ſame Religion, againſt thoſe unbelievers. I do 3 
alſo hereby in the ſame manner, openly and ſo- 


temnly appeal, before our preſent Athana/tans, 


and Papiſts, to the ſeveral original Records of 
the fourth Century, as an undeniable demonſtra- 


tion of Chriſt's withdrawing theſe miraculous 


gifts from the Church, as ſoon as ever the Atha- 
aſian doctrine of the Trinity was eſtabliſhed, 
and Prayers to the dead were begun by the Chri- 


ſtians, 
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ſtians, and not before, And I inſiſt upon the 
withdrawing of theſe powers, at this very time, 

as an evident, an authentick, and a divine ſign, 

that Athanaftaniſm and Popery; or rather that 
Popery alone, of which Athanaſianiſim was the 

firſt branch; 1s no better than a groſs corrup- 

tion of the Chriſtian Religion: and ſuch a cor- 
ruption as has deprived it of theſe moſt excel- 

lent and beneficial influences of Chriſt our Lord, 
from the Council of Conſtantinople, to this very 

day, Let theſe therefore hear Chriſt's own 
words, in this caſe: Come out of Babylon, my Apoc. 
people , that ye be not partakers of her ſins; and viii. 4, 
that ye receive not of ber plagues. | 


N. B. Since theſe miraculous gifts were at 
firſt indefinitely promiſed by our Lord to 
his Church; and ſince they were according- 
ly preſerved therein till Antichriſtiani/m and 
Popery prevailed ; there is great reaſon to 
hope, that as ſoon as the cauſe of their be- 
ing withdrawn ſhall ceaſe ; or as ſoon as the 
times of Antichriſtianiſm and Popery ſhall be 
over, thoſe gifts will be reſtored to it again. 
Not indeed for the ſake of believers: for "oy 
whom they were not originally given: but | ow 8 
of Unbelie vers: or in order to the converſion pag. 19. 
of Fews, Turks, Heathens, and Infidels. prius. 
This expectation is very agreeable to the 
opinion of Grotius, and ſeems to me no 
way abſurd or unreaſonable. yivore* yivoro. * 


[So far the Authentick Records.] 


N. B. Since all the magick arts were of old, 
without diſpute, eſteemed to be deriv'd | 
from the operations of theſe Dæmons: it | 


will be proper here alſo to ſet down, out | 
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ceries. Where we find that Philip went down 10 


with them; and many taken with palſies, and that 


EW 1 
of the ſame ſecond part of thoſe Authentick 
Kecords, pag. 644—647.my former account 
of the magick Arts of Simon Magus, as a 
XI Obſervation. [Of all which matters 
See a very large and learned diſcourſe in 

| Brockleſly's Goſpel Theiſm, pag. 285—336.] 


X. Tis very probable therefore that the effu- 
ſion of ſpiritual gifts at this time, at Corinth, 
was truly extraordinary; and done properly in 
oppoſition to Simon Magus, and his perſuaſive i 
words, and magical wonders alſo. While he bad 


the people; giving out that himſelf was ſome great 
one. Where to him they all gave heed, from the i 
leaſt to the greateſt, ſaying, This man is the great 
power of God. Where they had regard to him, be- 
cauſe of a long time he had bewitched them with ſor- 


Samana, and preached Chriſt unto them; till the 
people, wwith one accord, gave heed unto thoſe things 
which Philip ſpałke; hearing and ſeeing the miracles i 
which he did. Where unclean ſpirits cried with 
loud voices, and came out of many that were poſſeſs'd 


were lame, were healed, And where, at length, 
Simon himſelf believed alſo; and wondered, behold- 
ing the miracles and figns that were done. And 
whither the Apoſtles Peter and Jobn went down, 
and communicated to the Chriſtians at Samaria, 
the extraordinary gifts of the Holy Ghoſt, by the 
impoſition of their hands; till Simon himſelf 
would have bought that power of them, but was 
rejected. Leſt it ſhould therefore happen ſo at 
Corinth, upon the coming of Simon, and Cleobius 
thither, God ſeems, at this juncture to have in- 
ſpired many of each ſex at Cormb with exrraor- 

a dinary 
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dinary giſts; and by the newly inſpired to have 
wrought uncommon miracles; by which gifts 
and miracles Simon ſeems to have been utterly 
put to ſhame here; and probably driven away 
from hence for ever: as we know was nearly the 
caſe as to the ſame Simon when Peter drove him 
from Cæſarea, and put him to open ſhame at 
Rome, many years afterward. This ſeems to me 
to have been the immediate preſſing occaſion 
for this vaſt afluence of miraculous gifts now at 
Corinth, Upon the ceaſing of which occaſion, 
the vaſt affluence of the gifts themſelves, and 
by conſequence the abuſe of them, in a little 
time, ceaſed alſo. Which account, how new 
ſoever, ſeems to me ſo agreeable to the ancient 
ſtate of the Churches of Chriſt, with their true 
and divine miracles; as directly oppoſed to the 
Hereſy of Simon, and his Diabolical or Demonia- 
cal deluſions, that it ought to be particularly 
conſidered upon this occaſion, 


N. B. Since we here directly come upon the 
ſubject of Simon's magical Arts; for which 
he was ſo infamous; it will not be amiſs to 
ſay ſomewhat about them. I fay then, 
that the wonders of Simon, the magician, 
as well as of his predeceſſors, the magici- 
ans of Egypt, were Diabolical or Demonia- 
cal deluſions; not properly real and true mi- 
racles as were thoſe of Chriſt and Moſes, 
which were oppoſed to them. For that I take 
to be one common difference of proper Di- 
vine miracles, and Satan's lying wonders; that 
the former were ever truly and really done; 
and that in the latter the ſenſes and imagi- 
nations of the ſpectators or patients were u- 


ſually impoſed upon by Dæmons; tho? ſuch 
ſpectators 
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ſpectators and patients really thought they 
ſaw and heard what was repreſented to them. 
Of this matter we have ſo large and full ag 
account in that very ancient and excellent 
Book ſtyled The Recognitions of Clement, 
which the Primitive Chriſtians eſteemed one 
of the Apocrypbal or Concealed Books of the 
New Teſtament, as we have elſewhere 
proved; [in agreement with all the other 
records of thoſe ancient ages; ] that it high- 

ly deſerves the obſervation of the curious, 


And, by the way, we may here conſider how 
cautious all Judges and Juries ought to be in the 
caſe of our modern ſorcery and witchcraft : ſince, 
properly ſpeaking, we have, ſo far as I remem- 
ber, not one example, either in the Old or New 
Teſtament, or any other original record of the 
Jewiſh or Chriſtian Religion, of what is now ſa 
called; nor one ſingle inſtance of any perſon ei- 
ther puniſhed, or even accuſed for the ſame: 
tho? we have there, and every where elſe, many 
examples of the remarkable interpoſition of ſp1- 
rits, both good-and bad, in the affairs of man- 
kind; nay of other kinds of ſorcery, of necro- 
mancy, and poſſeſſions alſo. Now it appears to 
me, that the people concern'd in our modern ſor- 
cery and witchcraft, do often, in earneſt, believe 
that they are bewitched, that they ride through 
the air, and meet the Devil himſelf in ſolemn 
aſſemblies, Sc. Yet does all this ſeem to be 
done uſually, if not conſtantly, by Dæmoniacal 
Deluſion alone, without any farther reality at all. 

The ſpefral evidence, as the teſtimony of the 
afflicted perſons has been called, may indeed 
cauſe us juſtly to determine, that they are ſorely 
oppreſs'd and over-ruPd by Dæmoniacal influ- 
'-. -- ne} 
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ence; and are ſometimes really poſſeſs'd by Dæ- 


mons : nay that they do, in earneſt, believe thoſe 
things which they have ſo often witneſſed in 
Courts of Juſtice, and which they have ſo often 
confeſs'd at the hazard of their lives. Which 
facts ſeem to me to be undeniable. Nay I ven- 
ture to ſay, that many of theſe facts afford great 
ground for ſuſpicion, that certain ill perſons have 

concern'd in bringing theſe terrible afflicti- 
ons upon thoſe that were afflicted. But then, 
Suſpicion is one thing; and real, ſubſtantial Evi- 


to be taken away, either upon bare ſuſpicion 3 or 
upon the bare. ſuggeſtion or teſtimony of any 
wicked Dzmon whatſoever. But this is a ſort 
of Digreſſion. Only ſo far we are hence to re- 
mark to our. preſent purpoſe, that as the real 
miracles of Moſes were intirely fuperior to the 
lying wonders of the Egyptian magicians; inſo- 
much that thofe magicians were forc'd, at length, 
to acknowledge the finger of God himſelf, to 
their own confuſion; ſo were the real miracles, 
and the real effects of the gifts of the Holy Ghoſt, 
too hard for the lying wonders, and magical tricks 
of . ſorcery, pretended to be done by Simon; as 
well at Samaria, as at Corinth, at Cz/area, and at 
Rome, as all the ancient accounts, with the ſtate 
of thoſe ſeveral churches after fuch encounters, 
conſpire to aſſure us. See Act VIII. Conſtitut. 
V. 7, 8, 9. Recog. II. 3. with the ſeveral au- 
thors cited to this purpoſe in the Propoſals, at 


the end of my Literal Accompliſhment of Scripture 


Prophecies, [So far alſo go the Authentick Re- 


yet no-proper Dzmonical Poſſeſſions, are not, 
4 ſometimes 


XI. Whether other diſeaſes, where there are 


dence another. Nor ought the life of any perſon 


Exod. viii. 
19. 
See Mr. 
Lock on 
Miracles 
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ſometimes at leaſt, derived from the Devil tim- 
ſelf, or from ſome of his ſubordinate Angels or 
Dæmons, may well be queſtioned, We all 
know what hand Satan had in the ſore affli- 
&ion and diſeaſes of Holy Job, in the Old Te- 
ſtament, Job I, II. as alſo that Chriſt himſelf 
+ 39s *. ſays of the woman, which had a /pirit of infir- 
mily eighteen years, and was bowed together, and 
could in no wiſe lift up herſelf ; that Satan had 
bound her theſe eighteen years. And when I con- 
ſider, that diſeaſes are the way to death; and that 
Heb. ii, the Devil hath the power of death, as the Author 
14. to the Hebrews aſſures us: as alſo that the Book 
of Wiſdom informs us, that God made not death z 
wiſi.i, either hath he pleaſure in the deſtruttion of the 
13. living: and remember that the ſerpents and ſcor- 
Luk. x. Pons, that contain poiſon in them, are enume- 
17,18, 19. rated by our Saviour among the powers of. the 
See Wita, Bemy, or Satan, for the deſtruction of men 3 
i: 14- and which he gave them power to tread upon, 
as, at the bottom, really Dæmoniacal: as alfo 
that. when St. Peter informed Cornelius and his 
Act. x. 38. friends, that Jeſus of Nazareth went about doing 
, good, and healing all the diſeaſed he expreſſes it 
thus, that he healed all that were oppreſſed of the 
Devil: I am inclinable to think, that even in 
other diſeaſes, the Devil, or his ſubordinate 
Dæmons, are more frequently, and deeply con- 
cerned, than we commonly imagine : though 
ſtill all by the permiſſion, and under the con- 
troul, the ſuperior conduct and management of 
Divine Providence; or of thoſe good Angels, 
which are the ſtanding miniſters of. his king- 
dom. I affirm nothing here ; but leave theſe 
hints to be farther conſidered by thoſe very 
few Chriſtian Philoſophers, who remain amongſt 
us at this day. I have long been no ſtranger 


o 
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to ſound, experimental, and mathematical Phi- 
loſophy myſelf; yet do I know of no ſolid ob- 
jections from ſuch Philoſophy againſt what I 
have here advanced, but rather what favours 
the ſame. Suppoſals or Hypotheſes are one 
thing; but real Evidence and Demonſtration | 
another. The curious Reader may ſee what I 
conjectured long ago, in a caſe by no means 
remote from this before us, from the Phæno- 
mena of Natural Philoſophy, in my Account of 
the Meteor, A. D. 1715-6, p. 68—72. Nor 
have I ſeen any reaſon, ſince that time, for 
altering my mind in that matter, 


XII, This fatal interpoſition of the Devil, 
or of his Angels, and Demons, in the conduct 
of mankind ; and the uſe of all their ſkill and 
abilities, in order to reduce us to the ſame ſtate 
of ſin and miſery, into which they are fallen; af- 
fords us the true ſolution of what we call eriginal 
ſin : i. e. of the fad byaſs we feel in ourſelves to 
evil; of that ſtony heart, which is ſuch a weight 
upon us, ſinking us ſtill downward towards this 
earth, with its enjoyments, and corruptions : 
which are eyidently in great part owing to the 
temptations and ſuggeſtions of theſe apoſtate 
ſpirits in our neighbourhood, This alſo ſhews 
the neceſſity we ſtand in of the divine grace, 
and of the aſſiſtance of God's Spirit; with the 
care and guardianſhip of the holy Angels, as 
miniſters of God's providence, and of God's 
kingdom; in order to our getting clear of theſe 
temptations and miſeries, ſo conſtantly endea- 
voured to be brought upon us by theſe evil 
beings. This alſo affords us the true ſolution 
of that otherwiſe difficult problem; wherefore 
it is, that all the wonderful conduct of provi- 
5 | ES dence, 
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dence, and even frequent miracles themſelves, 
have often had ſo little influence upon the a- 
ctions of bad men; eſpecially in the caſe of the 
perverſe and obſtinate Pharaoh, and of the eus 
themſelves, under conſtant and wonderful mira- 
cles wrought for their conviction. The caſe is 
ſo far plain, that the ſins of men, the voluntary 
fins of men, have provoked God to give them 
up, not only to their ow hearts luſts; but to a 
judicial hardneſs of heart, and infatuation, a- 
riſing from theſe evil Dæmons. Which though 
inviſible to our ſight, as is that air in which 
they abide; yet are they, as well as that air, 
demonſtrated to be real by a thouſand fad ef- 
fects upon us. Concerning which, ſee the place 
of the Recognitions already quoted; with the 
long and learned diſcourſe about theſe matters 
= ax; Brockleſly, which J have already quoted 
alſo. | 5 
And if to all this it be objected, that Pro- 
vidence cannot be ſolved upon the ſuppoſal of 
mankind being expoſed to ſuch temptations and 
inſults of theſe inviſible Dæmons, as are here 
ſuppoſed; I anſwer, That ſuch matters of fact, 
well atteſted, are no more to be denied, be- 
cauſe we, cannot, at preſent, give a direct ſolu- 
tion of them, than are Mr. Boyle's experiments 
about the elaſticity of the air; or Sir Jaac 
Newton's demonſtrations about the power of gra- 
vity, are to be denied, becauſe neither of them 
are to be ſolved by mechanical cauſes. Nor is 
it much harder to ſuppoſe ourſelves expoſed to 
the temptations and inſults of wicked agents 07 
of vifible groſs bodies, than to thoſe that are in 
them: which yet is always undeniable, eſpe- 
cially when Providence has ever given man- 
kind warning of them, from the beginning of 
| | N | the 
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the world to this day; and has by the Meſ- 
ſiah, and the good Angels, provided us proper 
remedies againſt them. When our modern ſcep- 
ticks and infidels have proved, that no innocent 
child, under nine years old, was cut off by the 
terrible Plague of London 1665. becauſe they 
cannot account for ſo ſeemingly ſevere a pro- 
cedure with them; it will be a ſeaſonable time 
for them to confute the being and actions of 
theſe evil ſpirits, from the parallel difficulties, 
in ſaving Providence as to the miſeries they 
bring upon us. There 1s a time coming, when 
all theſe doubts will be fully cleared : but *tis 
not *till the Great Day of Account; be day of Rom. ii. 5. 
the revelation of the righteous judgment of God, 


04-5 ill. Whiſton. 
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AN 


APPENDIX: 


CONTAINING, 


A Colle&ion of Original Texts of 
Scripture, and Teſtimonies of 
Chriſtian Antiquity, concerning 
TyTHEs and OpBLaTions, for 
the Maintenance of the Poor, and 
of the Clergy, in the firſt four 


Centuries, 


ATT. x. 10. The workman is worthy of his 
meat. | | 
Luk. x. 7, 8. In the ſame houſe remain eating and 
drinking ſuch things as they give : for the la- 
bourer 1s worthy of his hire, 
1 Cor. ix. 13, 14. Do ye not know that they 
which miniſter about holy things, live of the 
things of the temple ? and they which wait at 
the altar, are partakers with the altar? Even 
fo hath the Lord ordained, that they which preach 
the goſpel, ſhould live of the goſpel. 
GAL, vi. 6. Let him that is taught in the word, 
communicate to him that teacheth in all good 
things. 


1 Tin. 


| E 
4 1 TIM. v. 17, 18. Let the elders that rule well, be 
counted worthy of double honour : eſpecially they 

who labour in the word and doctrine. For the 

Dent.xxv. ſcripture ſaith, Thou ſhalt not muzzle the 
ox that treadeth out the corn: And, The 

labourer is worthy of his reward. See LEv. 

xix. 13. DEUT. xxiv. 14. | 
ConsT1rT. II. 25. Let the Biſhop uſe thoſe tenths 

and firſt fruits which are given, according to 

the command of God, as a man of God: as alſo 

let him diſpenſe in a right manner the free will 

offerings which are brought in on account of the 

poor, the orphans, the widows, the affiifted, and 

ſtrangers in diſtreſs ; as having that God for the ex- 

aminer of his accounts, who hath committed this 

diſpoſition to him. Diſtribute to all thoſe in want 

with righteouſneſs : and yourſelves uſe the things 

which belong to the Lord, but do not abuſe them ; 

eating of them, but not eating them all up your- 

1 ſelves. Communicate with thoſe that are in 
Þ want, and thereby ſhew yourſelves unblameable 
bo before God. For if you ſhall conſume them by 
yourſelves, you will be reproached by God,; who 
faith to ſuch unſatiable people, wwho alone devour 


Ezck. all, Ye eat up the milk, and clothe yourſelves 

 XxXV- 3. with the wool. And in another paſſage, Muſt 

1 I. v. 8. you alone live upon the earth ? Upon which 
1 Levit. xix. Account you are commanded in the Law, Thou 
| * ſhalt love thy neighbour as thyſelf. Now we 


4} ſay theſe things, not as if you might not partake 
Wl | of the fruits of . your labours; for tis written, 
Deut.xxv. Thou ſhalt not muzzle the mouth of the ox, 
4- which treadeth out the corn: but that you 
ſhould do it with moderation, and righteouſneſs. 
As therefore the ox that labours in the threſhing 
floor, without a muzzle, eats indeed, but does 
not eat all up; ſo do you, who labour in 1he 

| threſhing 
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threſhing floor, that is in the church of God, eat 
of the . Larry Which was alſo the caſe of the 
Levites; who ſerved in the tabernacle of the 
teſtimony : which was in all things a type of 
the church. Nay farther, its very name im- 
plied, That that Lr was foreappointed for 
a teſtimony of the church. Here therefore the 

* Levites alſo, who attended upon the tabernacle, 
partook of thoſe things that were offered to God 
by all the people; namely gifts, offerings, and 
jel fruits, and tythes, and ſacrifices, and obla- 
tions, without diſturbance ; they and their wives, 
and their ſons, and their daughters; ſince their 
employment was the miniſtration to the taberna- 
cle : therefore had they not any lot or inheritance 
in the land among the children of Iſrael, be- 

| cauſe the oblations of the people were the lot of 
Levi, &c. 

Ibid. As your*s is the burthen, ſo you receive, as 
your A the ſupply of food and other neceſſa- 
ries. As you bear the weight, ſo have you a 
right to partake of the fruits before others, and 
to impart to thoſe that are in want ; as being to 
give an account to him who, without biaſs, will 
examine your accounts, For thoſe who attend 
upon the church ought to be maintained by the 
church, &c. — Hear attentively now what was 
faid Formerly : oblations, and tythes belong to 
Chriſt our high prieſt ; and to thofe. who miniſter 
to him. Tenths of ſalvation are the firſt letter 
of the name of Jeſus, &c. [Take here Epi- ..c viii. 
Ibanius's words; which plainly allude to this 6. 
very clauſe in the Conſtitutions : Among the 
Jews, ſays he, there was a tenth part ſecured ; 
that we might be informed of the Iota, the num- 
ber ten, u bich is the firſt letter of the name of 
Feſus.] — Thoſe which were then firſt fruits, 
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[ 80 ] 
and tythes, and offerings, and gifts, are now ob- 
lations : &c. 

Chap. 27. You ought therefore, brethren, to bring 
your ſacrifices, and your oblations [thoſe for the 
euchariſt, perhaps] 10 the biſhop, as to your 
high prieſt ; either by yourſelves, or by the dea- 
cons, And do you bring not thoſe only, but alſo 
your firſt fruits, and your tythes, and your free 
will offerings to him. For he knows who they 
are that are in affliftion ; and gives to every one 
as is convenient: &c. | 

Chap. 34. We make Conſtitutions for you concern- 
ing biſhops. For if there. [1 Sam. vil. ] the 
multitude diſtributed the inferior ſervices, in pro- 
portion to ſo great a king; ought not therefore 
the biſhop much more now to receive of you thoſe 
things, which are determined by God for the 
ſuſtenance of himſelf, and of the reſt of the clergy 
belonging to him ? But if we may add ſomewhat 
farther, let the biſhop receive more than the other 
received of old: &c. "Pp 

[When the poor's ſhare came in too ſlowly, the 

IV. 8. rule was this:] 27 [of the clergy] have re- 
ceived the gift of the Levites, the oblations of your 
people, that ye might have enough for yourſelves, 
and for thoje that are in want; and that ye 
might not be ſo ſtraitened as to receive from the 
wicked, — If a gift be wanting, inform the bre- 
thren, and make a collection for ibem; and 
thence miniſter to the orphans, and widows in 
righteouſneſs. C 

Chap. 9. Say unto the people under thee, what So- 

Prov. iii, lomon the wiſe ſayeth : Honour the Lord out 

9, &c. of thy juſt labours; and pay thy firſt fruits 
to him out of thy fruits of righteouſneſs : that 
thy garners may be filled with fulneſs of wheat, 
and thy preſſes may burſt out with wine. 


. 


[ 31] 

IL. 35. Now you ought to know, that although the 
Lord hath delivered you from the additional bonds, 
and hath brought you out of them, to your re- 
freſhment ; and does not permit you to ſacrifice 
irrational creatures for ſin offerings, and purifi- 
cations, and ſcape goats, and continual waſhings, 
and ſprinklings ; yet hath he no where freed you 
from thoſe oblations which you owe to the prieſts, 
nor from doing good to the poor. For the Lord 
ſayeth to you in the goſpel : Unleſs your righte- Matt. v. 
ouſneſs abound more than that of the Scribes 21. 
and Phariſees, ye ſhall by no means enter in- 
to the kingdom of heaven, Now herein ill 
your righteouſneſs exceed theirs, if you take greater 
care of the prieſts, the orphans, and the widows ; 
as it is written : He hath ſcattered abroad, he Pal. cxii. 
hath given to the poor; his righteouſneſs re- 9- 
maineth for ever. And again, By acts of prov. xv. 
righteouſneſs and faith iniquities are purged. 27. 
And again, Every bountiful ſoul is bleſſed, 

XI. 25. So therefore ſhalt thou do, as the Lord 
hath appointed, and halt give to the prieſt what 
things are due to him; the firſt fruits of thy 
floor, and of thy wine preſs, and fin offerings : 
6c. 
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Chap. 36. Do not appear before the prieſts empty 
and offer thy free will offerings continually, 

VII. 29. All the firſt fruits of the wine preſs, the 
threſhing floor, the oxen, and the ſheep, ſhalt 
thou give to the prieſts, that thy ſtore houſes, 
and garners, and the products of thy land may 
be bleſſed; and thou mayeſt be ſtrengthened with 
corn, and wine, and oil; and the herds of tby 
cattle, and the flocks of thy ſheep may be in- 
creaſed. Thou ſhalt give all the tenth of thy in- 
creaſe to the orphan, and to the widow, and to 
the poor, and to 25 ſtrangers. All the firſt 


fruits 


I 821 
fruits of thy hot bread, of thy barrels of wine, or 
oil, or honey, or nuts, or grapes, or the firſt 
fruits of other things, ſhalt thou give to the 
prieſts : but thoſe of ſilver, and of garments, 
and of all forts of poſſeſſions, to the orphan, and 

to the widow. 

VIII. 30. Let all firſt fruits be brought to the 
biſhop, and to the preſbyters, and to the deacons, 
for their maintenance, But let all the tythes be 
brought to them for the maintenance of the reſt of 
the clergy, and of the virgins, and widows 
and of thoſe under the trial of poverty : for the 
firſt fruits belong to the prieſts, and to the deacons 
that miniſter to them, 

Can. V. Let all other fruits [beſides thoſe for the 
euchariſt] be ſent to the houſe of the biſhop, as 
firſt fruits to bim, and to the preſbyters : but 
not to the altar. Now tis plain, that the biſhop 
and preſbyters are to divide them to the deacons, 
and to the reſt of the clergy. 

XXXIX. Let the biſhop have the care of eccleſia- 
ſtical revenues; and adminiſter them as in the 
preſence of God : but tis not - lawful for him 
to appropriate any part of them to himſelf ; or to 

give the things of God to his own kindred, But 
4 they be poor, let him ſupport them as poor : 

ut let him not, under ſuch pretences, Alienate 


the revenues of the church, See Can, XL, 


The 
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The following Teſti monies are taken out of 
Mr. SELDEN of Tythes, 


IaEN. 1. P OR which reaſon the Jews had the 
34. tythe of their poſſeſſions dedicated 
to God, But thoſe that are under the law of fm. i. 2 1 
liberty [the Chriſtians] determine to give all and ii. 12. 
they have to thoſe uſes which the Lord hath ap- 
pointed; as joyfully and freely giving them: 
but not leſs than the other: as having greater 
hope than they. 
TEeRTULL. Apologet. Cap. 39. Every Chriſtian 
lays down his charity with moderation, either 
once a month, or when he pleaſes, and if he pleaſes, 
and if be be able. Hor here is no compulſion : but 
the gift is voluntary, Theſe are the treaſures 
reſerved for the uſes of piety. 
OrrGen. Homil. XI. in Numer. It becomes men, 
and is a profitable thing, that firſt fruits ſhould 
be offered to the prieſts under the Goſpel. For, Cor ix 
ſo hath the Lord ordained, that they who 13, 14. 
preach the goſpel, ſhould live of the goſpel: 
and thoſe that miniſter to the altar, ſhould 
be partakers with the altar. — Nay that we 
might be inſtructed by the divine words, that 
theſe rules ought to be obſerved in the literal 
ſenſe, let us add this to what hath been ſaid be- 
fore; that our Lord ſays in the goſpels, Wo un- Nint. . 
to you Scribes and Phariſees, hypocrites; 3. 
who pay tythe of mint, and aniſe, and cum- 
min: but neglect the weightier matters of 
the law. Ye hypocrites, Theſe ought you 
to have done; and not to leave the other 
4 undone. Take therefore great notice how the 
word of the Lord will have us principally do the 
L 2 weightier 
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weigbtier matters of the law: but ſo ſtill, that 
the other ought not to be left undone, even in 

© the literal ſenſe. But if thou pretendeſt that 
Chriſt ſaid this to the Phariſees, but not to his 
diſciples; hear again what he ſaith to his 
Mat. v. 21. 4iſciples, Unleſs your righteouſneſs exceed 
the righteouſneſs of the Scribes and Phariſees, 
ye ſhall not enter into the Kingdom of Hea- 
ven. What therefore he requires to be done b 
the Phariſees, he would have done, and that 
more fully, and plentifully, by his diſciples, 
How is it then, that my righteouſneſs abounds 
more than that of the Scribes and Phariſees, if 
\ they dare not taſte of the fruits of their own 
grounds, till they have offered their firſt fruit: 
to the prieſts, and till the tythes are ſet apart 
for the Levites; while I do nothing of all this: 
and ſo abuſe the fruits of the ground, that the 
prieſt knows nothing of it z the Levite is unac- 
quainted with it; and the divine altar perceiv- 
eth it net ? We have ſaid this by way of aj- 
ſertion, that the command for firſt fruits of the 
earth, and of our cattle, ought to fland in the 
literal ſenſe, 
Cypr. Ep. The diſtributions to the clergy are by Cyprian 
xXvii. cap. called, monthly diſtributions. | 
34. De Unitat. Eccleſ. g 23. They then fold their hou/- 
| es, and their land:, and laid up their treaſures 
Act i, tn heaven: and the prices of thoſe things they of- 
3437. fered the Apoſiles, were to be diſtributed to the 
| Poor. But for our times, we do not give ſo 
much as the tythes of our patrimony; And 
Luke xi whereas our Lord commands us to fell what we 
33 have, we rather buy ſtill unore, and augment 
eu Poſſe/ſrons. SORES 
Epiſt. 266. Edit. Pamel. The ſame reaſon bolds in 
(be conſtitution of the clergy now; that thoſe who 
are 


*. 
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are promoted into the order of Wenn ſhould 
be no way called off their divine adminiſtration ; 
but receive what is in the nature of babes, out 
of the fruits of the ground, among thdſe bre- 
thren who have a publick allowance. So qhey 
never depart from the altar, and the ſacrifices : 
but are ſubſervient to their ſpiritual offices, both 
| by day, and by night, a 

Aunnos. Tom. V. Serm. fer. 2 poſt Dominic. I. 
Quadrageſimæ. 17 is not enough for us that we 
call ourſelves by the name of Chriſtians, if wwe do 

not the works of Chriſtians. Our Lord commands 
us to pay our tythes, every year, of all our 

fruits, cattle, &c. Nine parts are allowed 
you. But you who are unwilling to pay your 
tythes, all have but a tenth part allowed you 

your ſelves.—— Whoſoever he be that confeſſes his 

Ja, that he bath not faithfully given his 
tythes, let him now amend what he hath been 
negligent in. What is it to give his tythes 
faithfully * but that a man never give to God 
what is worſe or leſs than the tenth part, ei- 
ther of bis grain, or wine, or the fruits of his 
trees, or of bis cattle, or of his garden, or of 
his trade, or of his hunting? God 540 reſerved 
to himſelf the tenth part all that ſubſtance 
which he hath given to man: and therefore it is, 
that no man can juſtly keep back what God hath 
reſerved to himſelf. 

Avcvsr. Serm, de Temp. Tom. 10. The days It is 219in 
are now near, beloved brethren, if Chriſt be the Ant- 
but-merciful to us, wherein we are to gather in werp edit. 

our barveſt. Let us therefore bethink ourſelves 
of returning thanks to God, the donor; and of 
[ voluntarily] offering, nay of rendering [as a 
due] our tythes, For fince God hath given us 
the whole, he vouchſafes to require back again of 

I us 
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— 


Mat. xix. 


21. 


1 Tim. v. 


17. 
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us a tenth part: and that not for any advan- 
tage to himſelf, but 10 us,——The tythes belong 
to poor ſouls. Pay then thy tribute to the poor: 
and offer thy oblations to the prieſts. What- 
foever it is thou liveſt upon, is God's: and thence 
it is that be requires back the tythe of what thou 
liveſt upon; whether it be by war, or by mer- 
chandiſe, or mechanical trades, repay the tenth 
part to the Lord. This is the Lord's uſual 
and righteous method of dealing with men; 
that if thou wilt not give him his tenth part, 
thou ſhalt be reduced to a tenth part thyſelf. 
w—T ythes are required as a debt: and he who 
does not pay them, ſeizes on what belongs to ano- 
ther. For as many poor people as periſh by fa- 
mine in the places where any one inhabits, by his 
non payment of tytbes; of ſo many murders will 
be appear to have been guilty before the tribunal 
of the eternal Fudge: becauſe he kept that back 


for his own uſes, which was allotted by the 
Lord to the poor. He therefore who would ei- 


ther obtain a reward for himſelf, or is deſirous 
of claiming forgiveneſs for his own ſins, let him 
pay his tythes. 


HikRON. in Mal. Cap. 3. What we have ſaid 


concerning tythes and firſt fruits, which were of 
old given to the prieſts and Levites by the Fews, 
is to be underſtood as belonging to Chriſtian peo- 
ple alſo. Who are not only commanded to give 
their tythes, and firſt fruits; but [in ſome caſ- 
es] to ſell all they have, and give it to the 
poor, and follow our Lord and Saviour. But 
if we are unwilling to do ſo, let us, at leaſt, 
imitate the example of the Fews; and give to 
the poor a part out of the whole; and pay due 
honour zo the prieſts, and Levites. 


Hom; 


1871 

Hom. XLIII. on 1 Cor. xvi. Chryſaſtom I in Sel- 
den's own words, of Tythes, Chap. V. $4.] 
perſuading even labourers and artificers to give 
bountifully their offering to the church, for holy 
uſes, according to the Apoſtolical ordinance in the 
churches of Corinth and Galatia, brings the Few- 
iſh liberality in their payments of tenths, for an 
example (beneath which he would not have 
Chriſtians determine their charity) and ſays 
withal, that he ſpeaks theſe things, not as com- 
manding, or forbidding that they ſhould give 
more; yet as thinking it fit that they ſhould not 
give leſs than the tenth part of all profits, gain'd 
either from the earth, or by merchandiſe, or any 
other juſt employment, either of perſon or eſtate. 


Now the reſult of all is plainly this: that dur- 
ing the firſt four Centuries, or while the true 
Chriſtian Religion, properly ſpeaking , conti- 
nued in the world, every Chriſtian knew himſelf 
obliged by the laws of the Goſpel to offer to 
God, not only the tythes, or tenth parts of his 
increaſe, or income; which was for the mainte- 
nance of the inferior orders of the clergy, as al- 
ſo for the poor, the widow, the fatherleſs, and 
the ſtrangers in diſtreſs; but ſo much more, un- 
der the name of firſt fruits, and voluntary obla- 
tions, as might maintain the Biſhops, Prieſts, 
and Deacons; and enable them not only to keep 
hoſpitality, and to ſupport their families with 
decency and moderation, but alſo to make col- 
lections for the poor among them, as well as 
among the laity, if the tythes did not com- 
fortably provide for them. And the refuſal 
of the acceptance of ſuch tythes or oblations was 
then eſteemed a ſort of excommunication from NN 
among Chriſtians, Theſe payments were = well g. 7. 
f Own 
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